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YOb. I. WASHETGLOMW, Ws BDit. B3DAT. MARCH 4D. 4349. TO. 24. 
RE OE“ PR —~- — — 
Ole recuse | nore than w is entered at the Custom Houses of the United taxes on brown sugar, molasses, salt, iron, hemp, materials 
- ee Beene, gos ar ae te States. Phis is readily explamed by the fuct, that the tor manufactures, and coarser merchandts: , must be, of ne- 
COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. ships in that trade were furnished with adouble supply of cessity, perpetual; at least, the period is not now to be an- 
ne rigging out of the cordage exported, according to the St. ipatea, .when it wili be cheaper for every portion of the 
Report of Committee on Commerce continued from p- 178.) Petersburg returns. This short history of our cordage |country to purchase of domestic supply. The two 
ft is idle to suppose, that because we have levied duties manuta ciure, if} ustrates the ruinous ope ration ol our pre-e iV) - faxes oO rric e. are those on sl 3 and brown 
9 some manufactures us high as 75,and 100, and 200 per sent tarifl, on the manufactures of wool and iron, WHICh We | sugar, Val if iroin SU to Vio percent ad valorem. There 
ent. that we have therefore protected them. That, be-|are effectuaily destr: g at home, and enlargu gf and per- probally, ho two Kos WhiIcn Woul be goore unani- 
use, under such laws, we have stimulated our c pitalist petuating 1b “Gr at Bri tun. ‘Lhe same ru SWili @Dpay tO] ta t led. were | ior the special interests of a 
»ovVe rdo, fo ra season, a particular branch of manutacture, | vers manuiacture in the \ righ, except ple Min COMMONS; ali pve icoWw 1 ry iS, and Oj ruiculjar miates. "The tnost 
e have const qu riths secured a permanent and cheape: SU p- ven these do not €sca pr the ineiad lent tal etiects Of a pol itil ti { pecied, U i ‘h cire isturneces, 1, that 
IV. Inte rnal ‘omoetitions under such laws ure temporary sO unfriendly to MausiT' crore raliy. Banishing tife manu- .lit> i = Ika i ret 30 as to | i€@ss fie avily on 
id fruitless, except in too gene rally effecting the rum of |tacture of cordage from « ountry, is not the only injury jibe mo pious Clas of the ce unity. A ie avy 
who adventure in such leoisiative speculations. Solong|we have inflicted on our navigation; we are actu ils Gé- |tax on ought not to be m at hon mere ly te 
¢ the cost of pro juecing tiv manutacture, under the periniae Stroy tng the trade Of salbp-bu hilt. The siatement uulmeer tiicr of the s0gar pi. ror thy ri fits of 
nt taxes of the two countries on that manufacture, is less |2 exhibits the comparative taxes on British and American | our 8 i wpolists. Et « not, assures ly. be fot the in- 
Great Britain thanin the U. States, your capital must be |navigation. Th dental effect of our Own policy is to! terest of Sia'e in the Union,.to levy on themselves a 
sted in these competitions; because, the cheape r fabric give a premiuti of Si 650, SU on every ship ol 5 IONS, ) © ‘ UY Sul, ul rit ‘rpetuate, on other 
Great Britain will find its Way into our consumpuon built and d out in Great Britain. The fata! cons jucii« | Sa , a re mouerate X Oo their consun plion Of ior- 
0 ih every iinpediin nt which human ingae ruity can con- |ces of this we s id t F to show bet re We Cicse iis | cid > i a tier al Li ans Slate governments 
ve. The true inquiry for the statesmen is, not what re-|report. We ar tually driving our ship owners to { ve a revenue fre souree, they can certainly find, 
ts tempor ry and s} ‘ulative competition may produce; |hecessity ot ing their ships al road hall rigwe vt cire of | ries, some ot ject of taxation. on 
yun which cour tr , UNGer its p> rmanent taxes and re rile | Hazan ine S Gl ut irFine©rs, in OTraer that ti \ ihk W j © pubil purities mereht i Wb more wisdom, 
tions, the manufacture can be produced at the chy ip st | rocure > Ss, CoTaauge, ¢ s, dc. &e. where navigation stice anu humanity. fF : e Mates, our vp: opie have to 
e! And if be finds that, by the laws of his own country, thas not | - ed by laws originating in speculaiic: ivy, not Ouivy a duty equa! to 374 cents ver - asured bush- 
fabric cannot be produced as ¢ he ap as itcan be in Great | without knoe Or Jucginent, Or by Measures Pesuililip i ik } Sait, ruging 44 DouUnds, but an internal ex. 
| in, he ought not to recommend an increase of the duty F ther iro { ‘ inseis Gl avarice than oi palriOliniile bij; Cise ol t 1: hall ce son the our siie. Our far- 
the manufacture; for that never can afford more than lout laws are not if i, Si p-buiiding will decline in this Pers itr 1 ier) f : ary OCppre-sea, they are not 
mporary relic { through ad rugmouse On|} De tit ion, ee > thi country; toe mahnuiacture cl cordaage Wil b GTrivelle to} Oo) ci er toes sume ath interior article ; hut 
possibility ot p rmanently excluding a chea pe r fabric. — | Great Brita nd Russia d our bemnp-grow: rs wili then | io tOFTnOUS 4caition 167 the Expinse ox transporta- 
only sound und permanent remedy is to remove those |seek in vain for the-iome market for their prouuce. ‘Pix | Hot, Mrac pe ent of the Stute exere, aid toe heinidetel 
ces on the m eture which imerease tts cost, se as to | will then learn one of the most sitnple but least understvuod | augmentation of pri me growing owt of the toreign duty. 
ble your own manufacturers to make as cheap, or cheap- | priac icipies of political economy, that the value of the raw | No State can pretend that the fed&rual duiv is necessary to 
brics, and to save them from an idle de pend nce on | gupente vial perisaes, when your tuacs destre) the imaiuulac- Fo.ect its monove “ehi le mature has eiven ita Peg ection. 
execution of laws which cannot be enforced. The on) | cure : , of which it can never be deprived. ‘Fie alt works of New 
ury, were? eat, is, what can the fabric be produced 1a) But labor, arts, and agriculture , fare no iy under our! iera, co -CTing the aidimitable taeHiee: of tra sportation 
Great Britain, and America, under the taxes and re- | tariff for the ene ouragement and proses M46: Armeres tiat Se: fe, are a8 Convenient tOads: AYE ts ood Ube 
itions of the two countries! If the materials consumed indusiry. Reversin: gevery sot ind ruie of taxation, we have West, us those of “iy Utiier Slte. ‘Lhe e<ct of ealt, in 
manufacturing woollens are taxed 20 to 40 per ct. high- | heaped cur pee purthons principally on those interests } tine Mediterranean, is not more than six or eicht cents the 
in America than in Greet Britain, the manufacture must | w "irk h should have been most spared; and, with singuie®}oushel: that, however, which we generaily import from St. 
perpetuated in the latter country; internal competition | injustice and inhumanity, we have placed the most oppres- | Ubes ard Turks Island, costs trom nine to ten centsabroad, 
ve former must be ruinous, and the wool- vrowecrs of j sive Weight OF AFUCIGS 4LsOlUul i. essentiaa to the Comioris | Say ten cents; the freight to sF York. fen cents, the trens- 
erica must, ime vitubl , in tae nad, lose thas ir home mar- | ol the poor. "Lhe laves Of COarse WOOLEIIS, salt, OrUWL sue portation and tolis, acco ding to an ofhetal report, irom New 
t for their produce. The same rule applic s fo the iron. yal, indlasses, tea, aud coffee, are among the highest of our} } ork to Salina, thirteen cents, and the loss m transporting, 
inufacturers ol Great Britain uch = Ari rica—the form rieXistinge® aurics. Vs bile we have creased our Spe cic }iwo cents; Marking ithe cost qi tore en sait, w he mit reaches 
ocures his raw material at 30 to $50 per ton, the latter | duties, the prices of ail commodities have been declining; the salt works at Salina, thirty cents per bushel, when it ts 
for the saine riz: tO G1S5! The re sult 1s inevitable, and, While the autics on the value cousumed hi a be thi acdinatte d free of duty. "Tie Mlihie’ report telis us, that the 
dif our law is not changed, time will accomplish it.— |thus actually iacreased, 1u some instances more than iv0 | xpense of manuiacturing a bushel of domestie Sait, ix 


itis will then see what has 
iheir produce. Our iron 


» proprietors of our rolling 
ome of the homé market for 
! woollen manufactures are so multiplied and various. 
{ our returns ral, that it 1s difficult to 
te the tendency of our present laws by statistical results, 


are so ven tilus- 


wing their operatio on these branches of tndustry.— 
‘ides, we are only beginning gradually to realize the tn- 
we of our existing eget on the manufeetures of woo] 


iron. What will be the result, the House will be per- 
tly able to comprehend, when they look to the former 

present condition of the manufacture of cordage—one 
the most important brits COUTLTY in a national 
nt of view. Under our present terifi, this manufacture 
ist be inevitably and rap: 
tl, willshow the 

ravigation, Committee will preve, has not in- 
sed since that time. In th years previous to 1824, 
tis, from IS1L9 to 1823 inclusive, there were imported of 
ted cordage and cables, 2,198,764 pounds. The cause 
ihe heavy duty on the raw material; the conse- 
neces, driving the mauutacture fromthe United States to 
sia, destroying our own manutacture of cordage, and 
mately leaving our he mp-growers without a market.— 
le same statement contirms this view of the question, by 
owing the gradual decline of the Boston cordage mills. 
the consumption of hemp. They manufectured 430 
08s in 1826, 305 tons in 1827, 246 tons ia 1828, and in 
‘last year, only 147 tons. But this is not the worst re- 
t of our policy. According to our returns, there were 
vorted 1p 1828, 2,164,006 pouncs, bout equal to the whole 
¢ years’ importation previous to 1824; this our own 
turn. When we examine the Russian account of cord- 

exported, we shali see anotiier extraordinary effect of 
tlate tariff policy. Although there were imported into 
‘ country, through the Custom House, only 2,164,096 
bunds, there were actually exported in the same year, 
i St. Petersburg alone, in sixty-six vessels, to the Uni- 
' States, 98,781 poods of cordage, equal to 1,598 tons, or 


rests of th 


aiv destroyed. Statement num- 


importations ot eordave since ISIS, pom 
as tile 


ive 
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wr ceit. the earnings of tie iaoorer, the mechanic, aud ti 
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tinuance ol thie Se THXOS, 11 18 Heve rihe iess our higher uu 


to inquire lito Tin j isiice and CX pe an Dey of pt rpetuatiigp 
burthens, which vary 

on those «las yield that 
tions wilt substantial wealth of a. nation. 
There might be some apology tor their continuance, if there 


irom 55 to LOU per cent. ad valores, 


ses whose iabors Hass ol proaucs 


; } 
eh cormstiiufres th 


vas a reasonable prospect that tine would relieve us; bu 
there can be, from the nature of things, no such hope; anc 


we must decide whether tt is sound nathonal policy to draw 
inillions annually fromm our laboring population, tor uo earth- 


ly purpose but to increase the tmeome on capiial or the 
profits of State Ono hes. In Bagiand or France, the ‘ 
may legislate for the proprietors of mines, factories, sat 


works, &c. &c. with some 
cease through internal competition. And u 
they never they have least the consolation vil 
knowing, that the weig ‘ht of such taxes is moderated by the 
vicinity of county to county, and all the facilities of traus- 
portation in an old aud highly unproved country. With a 
population dense and comparatively stationary, and with 
limited and permanent boundaries, productions may over- 
take wants, and destroy the privileges of amonopoly. But, 
with what hope of relief can we tniroduce such a system into a 
country, where we cannot trace, or even anticipate, the 
boundaries of our agricultural population—a country, too, 
sO vast in extent, that the mere expense of transportation 
is, in some instances, thrice the amount of the capital em- 
ployed. Taxes, under such circumstances, are as fixed and 
eternal as distances and latitudes. In one part of our 
country, acommodity may, aiter a long course of years, be 
amply and cheaply supplied; but in ali the remote distriets, 


hope that these monopolies will 
permaneiit 


Ccase, a 





512,320 pounds, making a surplus of 1,348,224 pounds 





fiwelve and 
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a half cents, leaving twe niy-twoanda half cents, 


irmer, have been stationary, or generaily decitming.— | or i natural protection of ISO per cent ad valorem, with- 
Their taxes have been increased, while their profits have | out one cent of duty on foreign salt. How then can it be 
been lessened. Serious oby etions W itl, po doubt, be mau | yretended, that, with this enormous transportation charge 
to any reduction of | uty on coarse woollens, Sait, sugar, existing forever, it should be nee« ssary to perpetuate an 
and melassc Be While we feei ¢ very Gis) OSILION tw Fespeci | asidjtional tax of 27D per cent on the cost abrood to protect 
ind to consult the varrous interests imvoived in the con- ir State monopolies? If such be the mere e xpense ot trafs- 


rtation for 300 miles, on the tladson river and Erie ea- 
. how s! we estimate the charge ip other States, not 
njoying equ il facilities? Tf the inhabitants in the unmedi- 


yall 


ite neighbortiood of the New York sait works are to be tax- 
ed 450 per cent. On the value of the salt ihe, consume, to 
srotect the State monopoly, what rust our farmers pay ip 


he whole western drstrict of that Siate, im Ohio, in Penn- 
in the South and West, and our vast interior’ 
What would become of our fisheries in the East, were they 
compelled to depend on our State monopolists for their an- 
wal supplies of salt? Legislators, whether of the State, or 
of the Union, ought to consicer this perpetual transporia- 
ion tax, on a prime necessary of life, as of itself sufficient. 
without aggravating tt by an internal excise of 100 percent. 
i domestic, and a duty of 275 per cent. on forcign salt. 
‘This is a tax from which we never can be relieved by In- 
ternal competition. The impost which nature has levied 
upon salt, in the charges of transportation, is in all coun. 
tries an adequate encouragement for home production. In 
the recent reform of the ancient policy oi Great Britain, 
Parliament entirely abolished an enormous excise on for- 
eign salt. One of the wisest and most benevolent acts of 
Mr. Jefferson’s administration, was that of March, LSOT, 
which totally repealed this duty. We may sp as we 
will about encouraging industry; but if every laborer, me- 
chaniec, and farmer, could save seven and twenty cents out 
of every bushel of salt consumed in the U. States, it would 
give a greater impulse to manufactures, commerce, and 
agriculture, than all the ingenious contrivances of the mer- 
cantile system. This salt duty, and a portion of that on 
brown sugar, are war duties, and ought to have ceased with 
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the consumer must be forever and heavily taxed. The 


its extraordinary exactions. As mere measures of protec- 
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tion, these taxes can never cease through the expenses of 
transportation, and the uncertainty of the culture of sugar. 
The duty on the latter will never end ull we can counter- 
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il the iufluence of climates and seasons, and control the 
We are merely on the skirts of that vast 
sion within the tropics, favorable to the culture of the 
ne: and the time can never arrive, when, through all the 
rieties of seasons, we shail be able to rival the planters |) 
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‘The past season has furnished ai 
The number o! 


at encircle the globe. 
idence of the impolicy of such duties. 
antations has been considerably increased, yet the crop ts 
tt equal to half of that Of last year: because the season 
1s been unfavorable, and it is liable to all the fluctuations 


hich are realized with more uniformity and certainty, in 
more favorable position and latitude. 

And is it then sound national policy to engage in a war 
ith nature. for generations to come, and to deny the peo- 
union the privilege of bartering th 


le ot our extensive 


to regulate commerce. 


unconstitutional, but they are unquestionably a wanton) Qn the Powers of Congress to appropriate money for Inte,. 
abuse of the federal powers over commerce 
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rade, ia most assuredly not an honest exercise of the power 
Our late laws may not be sirictly 


and taxation.— 
hey are not what were orice understood to be revenue 
aws or regulations of trade. This is no new question.-— 
Ihe contest about the extent of our power to encourage 
nanufactures is as old as the Constitution itselt. 
juestion assumed a positive form when Gen. Hamilton, in 


his celebrated report of 1791, aivocated the federal power | 
‘o encourage learning, agriculture, manufactures, and com- 


merce, under the authority to levy imposts forthe “general | 


. 


velfare.” The doctrine was immediately opposed as ,un- 
-onstitutional, and as subversive of the State Governments. 
There was no mystery then in the term “oeneral welfare,” 
introduced, originally, by Doctor Franklin, in’ his Articles 
of Confederation, submitted in 1775, and never tended 
to convey any power whatsoever. In the debate on the 
fishery bill. in 1702. Mr. Madison, one of the framers of the 
Constitution, protested against this dangerous doctrine. 
He denied that ours was ever designed to be “an indefinite 
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Has the United States Government the Constitutiong: 
| power to appropriate money within the limits of particula; 
| States, for the purpose of removing obstructions in the ri, 
ers and roads, thereby to facilitate the intercoufse among 
the citizens of the same or ditlerent States? 

The gentlemen whose arguments you quote say it ha; 
because the Constitution provides that Congress shall hay, 
power to regulate commeree between the citizens of the di! 
ferent States and wii ioreignh natious——that ever since th, 
organization of the Government, Congress has exercise; 
the power of regulating foreign commerce, of erectin, 
hight-houses, break-waters, removing sand-bars, and othe; 
obstructions withia the jurisdiction of particular States 
without question as to the r 
to do so, they have an equa! 


yht; and if they have the rig! 
right in the regulation of cox. 


merce between the different States to open roads and fre. 


eroduce of their labor for the necessaries of life with all th: 


Yh 


ing 

them. in all seasons, the collectors of an indirect tax on 
{ouisiana and every other State in the Union? The politi- 
eal condition of mankind will have been little changed for 
the better, if we concede to wealth, not only its just and 
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have long Deen, paying an addition to the price 
gar they consume precisels 
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reduced to a just medium between the interest of the plan- 
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such heav 
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we 
taxes, however extensive may be the scope of internal com- 
petition and production. They never can cease till dis- 


tances are anniluiiated 
legislate the factory, the 
lake. and the oceah, into one limited circle; till Maine be- 
comes the neighbor of Missouri, and Louisiana of Mich- 


as 


ountries within the tropies, for the sole purpose of ensur- 
our capitalists against the loss of crops, and of making 


roper influence, but a controlling and oppressive ascenden- 
yon leg! sation. The neonle of this country are now, a Te 
, of the su- 
equal to the amount of the du- 
y, which is near 100 per cent. on the cost of cultivation 


n the neighboring islands. The Canadians, though coton- 


agriculture, or for any other purpose they pleased!” 
the same debate, in answer to an argument on the power to 
regulate trade, Mr. Madison replied, that “several argu- 





Zod, enjo\ the higher pris ilege of consuming sugar at one 
hird the amount of our tax. This duty ought at least to be 
er and of the State. Our duties on all 
» commodities ought to be moderated. All ques- 
ions of protection, in relation to articles of expensive trans- 
yortation and uncertain production, ought, of necessity, to 
waved: for the country can never be relieved from these 


eonsumer in eve ry 


and latitudes blended; ull we can 
mine, and the plantation, the 


wan. 

The protecting system, as we have lately enforced it, Is 
utterly incompatilde with our confederated form of govern- 
ment. This obje¢tion will become more and more percept- 
ible as we approagh the period for the redemption of the 
public d W han ten or twelve millions of revenue will 
vent for thp annual expensesof our Federal Govern- 
nent. ti nubtther prudent or patriotic to treat with 
indifleren eC of e of States, 
against the inequality and injustice of our modern system 
of taxation. Whenever we abandon the federal rule of le- 
vislation, and permanently assume national and unlimited 
powers over the property and employments of the people ot 
these States—when we attempt to render by legislative con- 
trol, the capital and industry of one State subservient to th 
ill-judged cupidity of the capitalists of another--we shall 


idhe 
rei] he 


he rfremMmonsl|luincce mrnority 


discover one of the inherent infimties of every Federal 
Government. We do not mean a dissolution of the Union. 
Our Confederacy h ippily resis on too firm a foundation to 
be shaken by every abuse or violation of the Constitution; 
to withstand many such shocks before our 
national compact sha!l be finally broken and dissolved! But 
we shall learn how utterly unpracticable itis to execute the 
revenue laws of a Confederacy, when the people of a whok 
secuon, unde r itv discipline an their State 
Governments, array lves against our decrees. . We 
shall see our Federal Government weakened and disgraced: 
and Congress driven to the necessij ) 


it is destined 


, 
d direction of 
thems 


ty of repealing despotic 
laws, which the Executive had not the power or the means 
to enforce. We have had evidence enough of this already. 
Although our embargo was produced by foreign aggression, 
and sustained Dy consideratio is of national honor. it Was 
notoriously violated. Had it continued for another twelve 
months it wouid have become a dead letter. Our late mea- 
sures have been adopted by bare majorities, and although 
uncalled for by any foreign outra 


tit 


ve, are designed gradually) 
to produce a similar result—a non-intercourse with other 
nations. 

The force of private interest will annul every restriction 
which is not sustained bya national spirit, roused by foreign 
aggressions. When this support is wanting, and men per- 
suade themselves, right or wrong, that they are oppressed, 
they will bid defiance to our laws and officers. The 
action of the Federal Government, on the concerns of the 
States, should be as mild tn 4 
getic in war. If it wanders from its Ik gitimate and just du- 
ty and attempts to cut off the foreign commerce of some 
States, and to compel them to trade with others, its decrees 
will become a mockery, and the power and energy of our 
Union will sink in the estimation of foreign nations. It is 
difficult to question the constitutional right of Congress to 
exercise its broad discretion in imposing taxes and regulat- 
ing commerce. The circle of such powers, from the na- 
ture of all Government, must necessarily be enlarged or 
contracted with the fluctuating political fortunes of States. 
Nevertheless, an act which extinguishes revenue, cannot 
certainly be considered a legitimate use of the power to 
impose taxes or imposts: and a measure designed to prohibit 


veace as it ought to be ener. 


vovernment, deriving i's powers trom the general terms 
piefixed to the specitied powers.” He emphatically de- 
manded “of the gentlemen themselves, whether 1t ever was 
supposed or suspected, that the old Congress could give 
iway the moneys of the States in bounties to encourage 


hin 





1, 


advaneed to shew that, because, in_ the 
regvutation of trade, indirect and eventual encouragement ts 


ments have been 


given to manufactures, therefore Congress have power to 


vive money in direct bounties, or to grant ut in any other 
way that would answer the same purpose. But surely, Sir, 
there isa great and obvious ditierence, which it cannot be 
necessary to enlarge upon; a duty on waported iunplements 
of husbandry, would, in is operation, be an indirect tax on 
exported produce; but will fny one say, ihat, by virtue of a 
mere power to lay duuies on unports, Congress might go di- 
rectly to the prowuce of imple ments Ob agric uliure, or to 
the articles expork da? 


from a power to tax imports, although such a power might dt 
rectly, and incidentaily, affect exports. 

Our Constitution then stood mn a clearer hight, and on : 
gathered eround jt. 
correct. There is a great and obvious ditference “betwee 
1 power to make regulations of trade, Which gave inciden 
tal encourage ment to manu etures,” anda power to “give 


; ” 

other way thatwould answer the same purpose;” in othe 
? *] ' 
words, although we have th 


sa 


° , , 
rive our Treasu 
ihan to encourage our manutactures. 
a still earlier 


ry at 


enue, for no other purpos 
period, foresxw the 
which might result from the unlimited exercise of the pow 
ers over commerce and taxation. In vigilant caution, h 
moved to limit its operation to the Ist of June, 1726. | 
submitting that motion, he smd-- 


danverous consequence 


alarm the apprehensions of the people, should ¢ 


is 


i ia hisi’r iti ia 


. without a: 
cominued aft r the OSLEIS Lie moteres 
“That, ii thers 
wowever oppresswe and un 
might become perpetual.” 


for their assesssme? 
I} 


att 
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, , 
SAodid cease. Wiis mo 


rey 


lat the funds so raised, “mig! 


. 


tration for the purposes of oppression.’ 


agant notions of our times: 
adopted by a vote of dl to8. The same principle was sul 
sequently incorporated tn the act of 1790, which provide 
that the duties imposed should be “collected and paid unt 
the debts and purposes for which they are pledged and ay 
propriated, shall be fully discharged.” But Mr. Madiso 


were not destined to outlive our public debt; and that the 
were noi to be carried, for any purpose whatever, beyon 
the measure of expense incidental to the Federal Govert 
ment. However the doctrines of General Hamilton on pe 
litical economy may have been misrepresented and misay 
plied, his report of March, 1722, recommending a furthe 
increase of duties for the payment of our public debt, an 


taken. He says, expressly, that— 


To be continued. 





move the obsiructions in the rivers, by which the inte 
course is umpeded or diminished. It will be 
thai the right to make :oternal unprovements depends upo: 


ally exercised a simular power in rogulating the intercours 
with foreign nations, and for the purpose of ascertaining 


apainst being goveris 
the Constituuiou. 
ble by all oljicers oi gov 


they aie sworu to support it; eact 


lie reasoning, 
Operation upou lis jucgment, and produce conviction, th: 


tion; but if a member be not convinced, and, contrary | 
his oWn judgun ut, by mere respect to precedent, supports; 
particular measure, le has morally violated the Constitutiv: 


perceiy: t. 


the admission, that Coagress had rightfully and constitutior. 


whether it was nghtully exercised or not, we must conside, 
the Coustituiion itself; for I do protest most solemn); 
d by precedentsin the construction ¢ 
The Constitution is written; it ts examine. 
rnment and members of Congress: 
imust judge of it for hin. 
seli; what ove has thought is not obligation, upon another, 
the arguinents of one may have weight and 


such is the meaning of an article or clause in the Constity. 


It is true, duties on exporis are CX- 
pressly prohibited; but if there were no article forbidding 
then, a power direct/y to tax exports could never be deduced 


rer foundation; the mists of construction had not yet 
Mr. Madison’s view was undoubtedly 


lrrect bounties” to encourage, or “to grant money tn Gay 


power to regulate trade, and 
thus incidentally to encourage manufactures, we have no 
power under thé constitution to pass such acts as those of 
i816, 1824, and ISVS; the direct object of which was to de 


But Mr. Madison, at 


“"Timt it was incompatible with the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, and the principles of republicanism, to pass a reve- 
nue law unlimited in its duration.” “That it would justly) 


7 
Onvress 


pass a law which might exist perpetually for raising tazes, 
subject to the adventitious con‘re! and direction of futur 


propriations, and which wight be 


nitation specified, 
qual the operation of the law, it 


become « conventence inthe hands of some future adminis- 


! ! aa 

Such was the patriotic, aud, we may add, prophetic lan- 
guage of the leader of the Republican party in the House of 
Representatives in 1780. The spirit and doctrines of that 


day seem to have been little in accordance with the extrav- 
for Mr. Madison’s motion was 


was not the only statesman who believed that our imposts 


annual expenses, speaks a language which cannot be mis- 


“The addition of two anda half per ct. to the duty on 
the mass of articles now rated at five, will constitute an 
important, though not an excessive augmentation- Never- 
theless, it is proposed, that it shall be only temporary, and 
there is reasonable ground of expectation, that the cause 
for ha ing recourse to it, will not be of very long continu- 
ance. 


‘ongress sanctioned this measure, or hy 
passed an act similar tu principle, therefore I may wel] 


s 
. * _-* . . f 

ne saysa former 4 
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so——thus every imcroa hinent by construction Upon stay 
Yes & 
Ming step by step, until the Consti 
lion Isto be understood, not from any examination of t 
MStrubaicil Lis< il, but you are lo sx ek for it uinong the ; 


| 
if 


and sanction a succeeding and greater stride. 
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of Congress and the decisions of the courts of justice; p: 


'} cedenis of decisions of judges of courts of common law a 


evidence of what the law is; they have some weiglit or a 
thority . because it is ol e essence of the common law t 

it is an unwritien | You can only find it in reporis 
commentaries, and digests. It is not written out, and with 

words, letters, stops, merks subject to your examin 
uou-—pre COUCHLS Mi Ohc Case prove ihe law. li the othe rl. 
same is pridaary, supreme, and stand 
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s above the precedes 


“Jand is Uaetoueclablc by them. Seme may think that it: 
®} presumption in me to hold this language; yet I do belie 


that it is the duty of every citizen to support this doctri 
and that the salety of the people from arbitrary power ¢ 
If Congress have passed an act, which 
bad 10 power to pass, under the Constit 
tion, | should coasider it iny duty to resist it, were I a me: 
ber of Congr 
hug it had th 
that acquiesccnce in ap adverse possession of your preper' 
and which ts lk 


S 
fe pends upon it. 


n 


thy Opluion bil \ 


ss, in all ecustitutional modes, notwithsta: 
saNCUOn Of ) Cars of acquit scence, It is tl 


ld agaist your interest, you having a fu 
knowicage that it ts so held, isevidence of right ageinst yu 
Why!—Becsuse it is presumed that no man having t! 
io his croperty, will permit anothe rto«¢ 
joy it for his own exclusive benefit; it is therefore conclu 
ved the dormant claimant ,\has no right, and the peace a 


harimouy Of society ! | courts of justice 1o ¢ 


«| power reouili 
ul 
iave induced 
termine that long adverse pdssession is presumption of 
yraiut lost or de Siroye d by tiie OF accident. 
ihe basis of the limitation of actions. 


\! This also | 
But aiter what leagth of ume or acquiescence by the pe 
ple, will you presume a grant of constitutional power? | 
there any length oi Ume or acquiescence’—the people say t 
Congress,—I gave you but one grant of power; ther 
your charter. If the power you exercise is not there! 
contained, jou had sone. IT could give you none but! 
express delegation; you can acquire no right by nonclai 
or acquiescence on my part. The only power which youc: 
exercise is in the charter which [have given you, and 
can give you no more, nor can you take otherwise, than | 
a similar charter, ana whenever I require you to stand 0! 
there is no statute of limitations or length of aequiescenc 
which bars wy claim. Nudlum tempus occurrit Regi. 
But let us, for a moment, exammne into this claim of Co 
gress, to power, by aequiescence. Congress takes upon) 
self to appropriate money, and build a light house in th 
harbor of Nc w-York, for the purpose of facilitatiug the aj 
proach of ships to that city; orto remove a sand-bar }b 
which the trade is injured; the city and state are great. 
benefitted by it; it is acquiesced in—some doubting the cor 
stitutionality of the measure, but to resist itis injurious ' 
the state, itis unpopular. No one likes to do it—no v1 
Wishes to resist. On the contrary, all wish and endeav 
to believe that Congress has the right; the mercantile | 
interest, engaged in foreign commerce, (at whose instant 
perhaps the power was assumed,) all unite in sustaining t 
claim; I would ask is an acquiescence under such circul 
stances, by the citizens or state of New York, any eviden 
of right, even against that state, much léss would be a prec 
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rights or the liberties of the people, is seized on to justi) 
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dent by which to justify other assertions of power adverse 
to the sovereignty of the other states. | 

[ am therefore clearly of opinion, that we ought not in 
any case to be controlled and goverued by precedent or ac- 
quiescence in questions of constitutionality, and we more 
particularly ought not by those relied on to sustain the nght 
of Congress to make iaternal improvements; but we must 
examine the Constitution, and if the power by plain and 
ynequivocal languagé, be not given, it does not exist. It 
ought to be plainly expressed-—ior Uf it be doubtful, the | 
power Is retained to the states or the people. 

The States, at the time of the formatwon ot the Constitu- 
tion, were independent sovereig ics: He One State had aay 
authority over another,—they stood in relation to each other 
as France and England. They could, imdividually, make 
war upon each Oller, Or lors igi States; eould have inuter- 
course and trade with toreigiu yvoverulieliils al ple usure. It 
was discovered, during the war of the revolution, that they | 
wanted union. “That in their iatercourse with foreign 
States, particularly, questions might aud would arise, 14 
which allof them were tminedial ly bial rested, and int featl- 
ug on them, they should be umited; such a3 war wilh jor- 
eign powers; right of trading and navigating ihe high seas; 
the preservation of tneir several republican forms ol gov- 
ernment; the liberty of the citizens of the several Staies, We.; 
to preserve more eff ctualls iheir rights in Liese Mactecrs, 
they agree to form 4 perpetual alliance. In execution Ol 
this agreement, th ‘Constitution ot the United States was 
nade, in which certain powers are enumegated aud given to 
the congregated represe:tatives of ihe States. A youeral 
power ot legislation, subycet to certalu limitations, is uO) 





given; but the geveral power is retamed, and a special 
poweronly isgiven. [tis a rule of consirucuon, Hot oily 
of the common law, but of reason and justice, that spectal 
authorities are to be strictly pursued, and the delegate can 
not extend his authority lO 2NalOYOUs Cases, OF by a several 
construction of the deed by which he 1s Consiituted, act up- 
mn subjects which he may cousider withia the reason, Hough 
not within the letter of his power. 
Jeed is to be strictiv construed imi tavor ot tie geueral pow- 
er: he can use no discretion, unless the discretion is ex- 


In other words, the 


pressly given to him by the tostrument under Wiican lk 
acts, and all acts done by him, not wiilia the authority, ar 
not binding upon his principal. Were this not the case, a 
special agent, anxious (4s ail aen are) to extend and be 
srease their own authority and power, might, by latitude of 
‘onstruction and by the use of doubtful and equivocal ex- 
oressions, extend his authority to subjects not tot nded to 
ve embraced, and thereby ruin his principal. Por example 
ou authorise an individual to employ an overseer to super- 
ntend your farm and to pay bum out of the procecds of lic 
slantation in his hands. He, under this, contracts with an 
overseer ata stipulated price, and further agrees w build 


rious burdens and even prohibitions; to prevent this and 
preserve peace and harmony between them, the power is 
given to Congress to pass general laws, by which the inter- 
change may be carried on equally beneficial and uniform 
in their operation throughout the States. The power and 
object is the same in relation to foreign nations. Congress 
may prescribe the terms upon which foreigners may euter 
ithe ditlerent ports of the States im order to trade with the 
citizens. Those terms would be the same in all the States; 
It is the interest of all, that they should be so; and to pro- 
duce this contormity, was one of the objects of the confed- 
eration, and the delegation of the power to regulate com- 
merce to Congress. But Congress surely can not pretend, 
that to take possession of the territory of an independent 
State, or to excreise authority over the ciluizens or subjects, 
is merely a commercial re gulution; it isan act of dominios 
and sovere igniv—Lot ad rule tor ihe gove rimenut of citizens 
in their exchange of commodities. If they may, uncet 
those words, exercise such power in one of the States, why 
may they not clan the same powel in France, Kugland, o1 
elsewhere. The language of the Constitution ts the same; 
but this would be absurd to coutend for. It is equally ab- 
surd to contend for the power within one of the States ot! 
the Union, aud it proves most clearly the article oi the Con- 
stitution does not mean what the friends of construction 
and naplied powers contend for; but means only that Con- 
gress shall have,power by geueral laws to presembe rules 
tor the control of the intereourse between us and foreign 
States, and between the different States of the Union, asc 
nO more power Is given to take possession of one ot ti 
States of the Union, than of a sor igu State. In both cases, 
it would be the exercise of power without right. It is t)- 
ranny and usurpation; for they are all equally independent, 
unless they have by charter expressly surrendered their in- 
dep ndence. Can it be supposed the intention of tir 
States to give to Congress tli absolute and exclusive de- 
minion over their own terriory and citizens, so as to plae 
them bevond the power oi State legislation, unless such tm- 
tention was manifested by express and unequivocal words! 
It seems to me not; on the contrary, I should even dou! 
such to have been the intention, though express and post- 
tive words had been used; and uever would I exercise such 
iuthority upon remote implication, (ifit ean be taplied « 
il, which Ido not admit.) from the words relied upon. But 
why resert to these words to susiain the power! Perlhap- 
because they grasp at the power—they want it; they think 
it will be a popular ground on which to extend the doc- 
irine of construction and inplication, and they donot know 
precisely where else to get it so well as under the power t 
regulate commerce. They divide amongst themselves 

to the claus which gives i hae power, Or rather from “ 7 


itmay be tmplied. Some tnply it from the power to es- 


tablish post offices and post roads; others from the power te 


bim a house on the farm for his residence and give him al construct military roads, for the transportation of ordnance 


moting commerce—the one has for its object to give free- 
dom of trade, or prescribing the terms on which trade may 
be carried on, and securing merchants against oppressive 
exaction by the local authorities;—the other is attained by 
the removal of natural obstructions in the rivers by which 
carriers are impeded, or by building bridges, making turn- 
pike roads and cana!s in the interior, by which the trans- 
pertation of commodities is rendered more safe and easy.— 
The one operaies on the people in their intercourse 
exclusively, and is properly a federal attribute.—The 
other op rates on the interests of the individual states, 
and belanes exclusive) to the State Covernments— 
the one operates on all the states---the other on 4 particular 
section ot a state; is local, and im which most of the people 
of the Union have no interest or benefit. And have you 
apply federal money to any but federal purposes, 
made so by the Constitution’--I think not. This I think I 
can satifactorily show. 


rrr 


PENNPSSEE, January 24, 1830. 








FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
PHE iINQUISITION BILL. 

Me. Enrrore—I cannet refrain '§ anes ; 

Mr. Eprror—lI canner n train from writing to you, on 
the sulject of the Dey of Algiers’s bill called Mr. Mallary’s. 
he reason W by l Give it thts title, 1S On account ot its be- 
log a lopesived thing, allen one side. as th the po. ople of 
this Re puble had no mghts to maintain, against the rapa- 
Cily OF cupidity Of tie officers of Government and wool 
spiners. tiaving im Vain looked over the Banner, fer the 
iwelith aud thirteenth sections of the bill, I have at length 


iound them ina corner of my closet, and now send them 
‘OO Vou. 
Sec. ALL. And be it further enacted, That in all eases 
ihe linporver siiail have a right to appeal trom the decision 
Oi ihe appratsers, to the Latted States Court for the Dic. 
trict, aud there avail himself of his birth-right, eiz. Trial 
oy Jury, a> we cannot deprive bim thereot, and in such ae- 
tion, he will have the privilege, as in all other cases of 
oriaging evidence of the cost of said goods, which evidence 
itay vc (taken before any Minister or Consul of the U.S, in 
any loreign country; and where the evidence so given. 
grees wilt the Invoice,then it will be the duty of the 
Court to uvilow the importer, ten times the damages that 
were aWarced to the oilicers of the Government, as provid- 
vd im Ute third section of the act, besides the value of the 
FOOUS. 
“See. XLII. And be it further enacted, That for the pay- 
ineui Oo: such damages, the money shail be taken as follows, 
viz—UOue half trom those that would have been benefitted 
vy the forfeiture of such goods, from the Treasury of the 
uiteu States, or, from the colleetor of the port: the other 


oe 


| . , hall, irom the wooilen manuizciurers, (as the law j 
lite estate In the hotise ; all t he . A pechse ol building, although Troops, d&c. in time of wer. and th preamble to the act of = “ , L. ; r) b at - hace Sn law is of their 
: | , . : oa : ' : OWU S€cCRKiNng ¥ a taX i@iti on the vOMNs 
itamount to the whole pronts ot the iartu, Or the jerm ttseil,} ¢ ongress, passed on the subject, some years avo, embraces }_ ; r the : I tax to be | + pole a oy other a 
; ' . (OO Bar chiaery, > e san X tO be talc bY Virive ut i 
is to be paid b¥ you. A coimimon lawyer would say he has | all three of the grounds, probably that the¥ might, upon the < ms Cnt snhented 


: ' x = eS power of taxation which they pretend to ve vested in a 
exceeded his authority und you are not bound to ratily fits three hooks, catch a majority of Congress. a “a 


» other.t, 
recedeuis 
k that it: 


do belie 


; doctris 
power & 
+, which 
Const! 
> T a met 
withsta 
.Itist 
iT prepe ri 
ving a fu 
geinst yo 
having t 
ther to « 
wre conclu 
pe ac © ti 
iice to ¢ 
nption of 
us also | 


by the pe 

power! | 
eople vay ' 
er; there | 
sot there: 
none but! 
v nonclai 
ich you c 
you, and 

se, than | 
o stand o! 


agreement. Here is a special authority; he could by con- 
tract employ an overseer and he could bind you no farther 
than to pay his wages. But a latitudimarian would say, he 
had authority to employ an overseer to superintend the 
farm, he could vot superintend the farm witout a house 
for him and family to live in; thercfore he, the agent, hac 
aright to bind you by contract for the building the hous: 
and as a permanent overseer was best, it was within his pow- 
eT, looking to your intere st, to vive him the dife estate in 
the post and house. Hethought it “necessary and proper. 
You would say to such an agent, | understand my 
wn purpose and my own interest best; you had au- 
thority only toemploy an overseer and to pay his wages; 
f you could net get one by contract, it was your business 
not to act at all, or to apply to me for further instructions. 
When I want vou to exercise your discretion about my 
purpose, and interest, | will tell yvouso by written instruc. 
ions. So would say the States and the people to latitud- 
narians, in or out of Congress. 

If the Constitution is to be strictly construed, which | 
believe, then the article which is relied om im support of | 
internal improvements, will not authorise them. The | 
words are these: —“Cougress sliall have power to regulate 
commerce.” 





What is to regulate?. It is an English verb, compound- 
ed of two latin words, Regula arule and lates (participle 
a feror) and which means, given, published, made, appointed. 
The compound means to prescribe rules. The English 
dictionaries define it—to adjust by rule or method. The 
Cyclopaedia defines regulation—*“A rule or order, preserib- 


sustained the right upon a ditferent clause. 


demonstrated, were it necessary, 


Mr. *****, while a member of the Senate, seems to have 
In apubhshed 
ta dinner given to Gen. Jackson 
ume years ago, at Frankim, he says—tlnternoal Improve- 
mets: “Sanctioned by the General Weifare”—those words 


‘oast attributed to him. : 


tn Ltalics being the words of the Consuitution—as thoug! 
any thing which an existing Congress might believe, promo- 
ted the general welfarc, they were sanctioned by the Con- 
stitution in doing. ‘This will net do, as can very easily be 
In leed, sir, | be lieve ] 
ean take each of the grounds relied on, and show satisfacto- 
rily to any impartial man, seeking after fruth, that it will 
not sustain the right in Congress. If no one can, their 
union can make them no- stronger: uniess half a do- 
zen non-existencies can make one existence—or, as Hugh 
A> Brackenridge somewhere asks, How many uncertainties 
does it take to make a @¢ rtainty. 

Perhaps the question mar be ilustrated by refering to 
the Hanseatick League, so remarkable in the history of Eu- 
rope; an association formed for commercial purposes, and 
which was at one time composed of seventy or more meritime 
commercial cities, in Spain, France, England, Germany, 
and the Netherlands—extending more than half round Eu- 
rope. The association was sanctioned by the different 
Sovereigns within whose dominions the cities composing 
the league were. They had granted to them thé power 
regulate commerce. Can it ior a moment be supposed 
that thev, under the power to regulate commerce, could 
take possession of, and fortify and garrison any post or 


Government, whenever the taxing of others fer their bene- 
fit is la question.” 

I have been informed by my daily paper, that the bill 
atoresaid, had been manufactured in New-York, but on the 
reading of it, Lreadily perecived, that it was drafted in the 
dominions of the Dey of Algiers, (ali exeept the 12th and 
idth sections) or, at least in the spirit of his dominions, if 
avt by the Dey himself; for how can I believe otherwise, 
when I see, that afier the Government has appointed ap- 
pratsers, ii the importer Is not satisfied, the collector is 
again to appoint two more appraisers!) Why not, as in 
other cases, Jet each party appoint one, and the two ap- 
praisers a third? And be it understood, that this is not a 
time to find witches to act as appraisers (for I defy any 
tan who is not skilled im witeh-craft, to perform the task 
of an appraiser under the provisions of the act) or necro- 
mancers, which would be now m greater demand, than in 
any former age of the world. For, I ask in the name of 
common sense, if our tarifi-men have not monopolized al} 
of iit, whois able to appraise goods coming 3500 miles 
across the Ocean, in ships having a passage of 23 to 60 and 
even SO davs, and often the last that leaves Europe arriving 
here first, without the power of n cromancy or witch-crafi? 
For, besides the ordinary fluctuations in trade, there are 
large houses in London, Amsterdam and other commercial 
cities, who make advances on goods, which must ultimate- 
ly be sold to meet the payments. The stocks of others re- 
tiriug trom business, and of the estates of bankrupts, are 
also etten sold much below reguiar manufacturer’s prices, 
aid how ts it possible, that it can be ascertained by any set 


selectins place within the dominions of the respective sovereigns, |of appraisers, how much such goods cost? Indeed, if this 

4 ‘SC i\ ‘ . See . .- 2 2 . : , « 

Resi ed by a superior, for the uniform and orderly management | against their consent, or to expend the money of the con- | kind of bills continue to be drawa up in Turkey, or the 
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of some branch of policy, justice, or the like.” Commerce, 
hy the same authority, is thas defined—*The interchange 
of commodities, or the disposal of produce of any kind for 
other articles, or for some representatives ef value, for 
which other articles can be procured, with the view of 
making profit by the transaction. The term ig ustally re- 
‘ttricted to the mercantile intercourse between different 
eountries. The internal dealing between individuals of 
the same country, either for the supply of immediate con- 
tumption, or for carrying on manufactures, being more 
commonly denominated trade.” : 

To regulate commerce, is to prescribe the rules by which 
the citizens of different States shall be governed in the in- 
terchange of commodities. The citizens of different States 
of the Union, are subjects of independent sovereignties; 
their intercourse with each other might be clogged by va- 











federates, to improve the navigation of rivers, or make ca- 
nals within the jimits of the particular states; in order, as 
they supposed, to increase or facilitate the commercial in- 
tercourse. The Hanseatic Association went so far as to 
build ships of war, raise troops, declare war against Den- 
mark, take some towns on the coast of the B altic, which 
they fortified. When they thus exercised power and author- 
ity, which was considered inconsistent with the professed 
object of the league,the largest of the States withdrew their c1- 
ties from the league, and it in a short time sunk into insig- 
nificance; as soon as it was discovered that they by their 
wealth and influence became arrogant and presumptuous, 
in usurping powers which did not belong to them, their 
league was annihilated. 

I conceive the power to regulate the exchange of com- 
modities, is very different from that of increasing and pro- 


Barbary States, and brought over here to be enacted into’ 

laws by our woollen Representatives, we may say good bye 

to freedom—come on, absolute despotism. = O. Me 
Philadelphia. 





What is the answer to the proposition, that the system 
of cultivation is a complicated system, requiring a great cap- 
ital; and to remove the restrictions upon corn, would de- 
stroy that capital? 

A. Complicated or not, to this it must come at last_— 
Does it produce corn as cheaply as it might be had in other 
ways? If it does not, it is all only making boots to cut 
them into shoes. If shoemakers ruled the state, it is possi- 
ble they might think that method politic and wise; but it 
does not follow that any body else should be of the same 
opinion.—Catlechism of Corn Lars. 
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CONGRESSION 





AL DEBATES. 





SECOND SPEECH OF MR. WEBSTER, 


ON MR. FOOT S RESOLUTION. 


SENATE. 
Twespay, Jan. 26. 
(Continued from page 181.) 

Having had occasion to recur to the ordinance of 1787 
in order to defend myself against the inferences which the 
honorable member has chosen to draw from my forme: 
observations on that subject, I am not willing now entire- 
ly to take leave of it without another remark. It need 
hardly be said, that that paper expresses just sentiments 
on the great subject of civil and religious libertv. Such 
sentiments were common, and abound in allour state pa- 
pers of that day. Bat this ordinance did that which was 
not so common, and which ss not, even now, universal; 
that is. it set forth and declared, as a high and binding du- 
iy of Government itself, to encourage schools, and advance 
the means of eduration; onthe plain reason, that religion, 
morality, and knowledge, are necessary to good govern- 
ment, and to the happiness of mankind One observation 





further. The mmportant provision incorporated into the 
Constitution of the United States, and several of those of | 
the States, and recently, as we have seen, adopted in o the | 
reformed Constitution of Virgi ia, restraining legislative | 


° . ‘ . : . i 
power, in questions of private right, and from impairing) 


the obligation of contracts, is first introduced an estab | 
lished, as taras I am inforn ed as matter of express written 
constitutional law, in this ordinance of 1787. And IT must} 


add, also, in regard to the author of the ordinance, who | 
has not had the happiness to attract the gv utleman’s notice, 
heretofore, nor to avoid his sarcasm now, that he was Charr- 
man of that Select Committee ot th: old Congress. whose 
report first expressed the strong sense of that holy, that 
the old Confederation was not ad: quate to the exigencies 
of the countiv. and recommending to the States to send 
Delegates to the Convention which formed the present 
Constitation.—Nore t. 

An attempt has been made to transfer, from the North 
to the South, the honor of this exclusion of slavery from 
the Northwestern Terntory. The journal, without argu- 
ment or comment, refutes such attempt. The cession by 





Virginia was made, March, 1784. On the 19th of April 
following, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Jetferson. 
Chase, and Howell, reported a, lan for a temporary go- 
vernment of the territory,in which was this article: “that, 
after the year 1800, there shall be neither slavery, nor in- 
voluntary servitude in anv of the said States, otherwise 
than in punishment of crimes, whereof the porty shall 
have been convicted” Mr. Speight, of North Carolina. 
moved to st-ike out this paragraph 
according to the form then practised: “shall these words 
stand, as part of the plan”? &e. New Hampshire, Mas- 
cachusetts, Riode tsiand., Connecticut, New York. New 
Pennsylvania—seven States, voted in the 
affirmative. Marvland, Virginia and South Carolina, in 
the negative. North Carolina was divided. As the eon- 
sent of nine States was necessary, the words could not 
stand, and were struck out aceording!y Mr. Jetlerson 
voted for the clause, but was overruled by his colleagues 
In March of the next year. {1785} Mr. King, of Mas. 
sachusetts, seconded by Mr Ellery. of Rhode Island. pro- 
posed the formerly rejected article, with this adit 
“And that this regulation shall be an article of eompac! 
and remain a fundamental principle of the Constitution: 
between the thirteen orteinal States, and th 
States described in the Resolve.” Ke. On this claus. 


ryt: . 
The question Was put, 


. Po Ve and 


each of 


entirely into the shade. I have nothing to do, sir, with 
‘he Hartford Convention. Its Journal, which the gentle- 
nan has quoted, [ never read. So far as the honorable 
aember may discover in its proceedings a spirit tm “any 
‘egree resembling that which was avowed and justified 
i) those other Conventions to which [ have alluded, or so 
fay as those proceedings can be shown to be disloval to 
the Constitution, or tending to disunion, so far | shall be 
1s ready as any one to bestow on them reprehension and 
rensure, 

Having dwelt long on this Convention, and other oc- 
carrences of that day, inthe hope, probably, (whieh will 





membered only to be oppressed. Carried away again by 
the appearance of analogy, or struck with the eloquence 
of the passage, the honorable member yesterday observed 
that the conduct of Government towards the Westery 
emigrants, or my representation of it, brought to his mind 
a celebrated speech in the British Parliament. It was, sir, 
the speech of Col. Barrie, on the question of the stamp 
act, or tea tax, L forget which. Col. Barrie had heard a 
member on the Treasury Bench argue, that the people of 
the United States, being British colonists, planted by the 
maternal care, nourshed by the indulgence, and protected 
by the arms of England, would not grudge their mite to re. 





not be gratified.) that I should leave the course of this | 


debate to follow hin, at length, in those excursions, the 
honorable member returned, and attempted another object 


lieve the mother country from the heavy burden unde, 
which she groaned. The language of Col. Barrie, in re. 
ply, to this was—They planted by your care! Your op- 


, ° , ° . M ** 8 , 
He referred to a speech of mine tn the other house, the! pression planted them in America. They fled from your 
same which T had occasion to allude to myself the other | tyranny, and grew by your neglect of them. So soon as 


cay; and has quoted a passage or two ‘rom it, with a bold, 
thoueh uneasy and Jaboring air of confidence, as if he had 
detected in me an inconsistency. Judging from the gen- 
tleman’s manner, a stranger tothe course of the deb te, 
and to the point in discussion, would have imagine, from 
so triumphant a tone, that the honorable member was 
about to overwhelm me with a manifest contradiction 
Any one who heard bim and who had not heard what I 
had, in fact, previously said, must have thought me routed 
and discomfitted, as the gentleman had premised. Sir, a 
breath blows all this ttiumph away. There is not the 
slightest diflerence in the sentiments of my remarks on 
the two oceasions. What Isaid here on Wednesday. is in 
exact accordance wilh the opinions expressed by me in 
the other House in 1825. Though the gentleman had the 
metaphysics of Hudibras—though he were able 
“To sever and divide 
‘A hair “twixt North and North-west side,” 

he yet could not insert his metaphisical scissors between 
the fair reading of my remarks iy 1825, and what I said 
bere last week. There is not only no contradiction, no 
difference, but, in truth, too exact a similarity, both in 
thought and language, to be entirely in just taste” [had 
myself quoted had to it, and 
spoke with it open beiore me; and much of what T said 
was little more than a repetition from u. In order to 
make tinishing work with this alleged contradiction, per- 
mit me to recurto the originof this debate, and review its 

This seems expedient, and may be dune as well 
now as at any time. 

Weil then, its history is this: The honorable member 
from Connecticut moved a resolution, which constituted 
he first branch of that which is now betore us; that is to 
say,a resolution, instructing the Committee on Public 
Lands to inquire into the expediency of liniting, for a 
certain period, the sales of the public lands, to such as 
have 


hye ; 
the same speech, recurred 


COUTTS, 


heretotor been oliered for sale; and whether sundry 
offices, connected wilh the sales of the lands, might no! 
be avolisned, without detriment to the public service, 

In the progress of the discussion which arose on this 
resolution, an Honorable member from New Hampshire 
moved to amend the resolution, so as entirely to reverse 
its Object; thal is, strike it al! out, and insert a direction to 
the committee to inquire into the expediency of adopting 
measures to hasten the sales, and extend more rapidly the 
surveys of the lands, 

The honorable member from Maine (Mr. Sprague} sug- 
gesied that both these propositions migit weil enough go, 
lor cousideration, to the committee; and in this state of 
the question the member from South Carolina addressed 


the Senate in his first speech. He rose, he said, to give 





which provided the adequate and thorough security, the 


eight Northern States at that time voted affirmatively. and | 


the four Southern Staves negatively. The votes of nine 


States were not vet obtained, and thus the provision Was | 


again rejected by the Southern States, The perseverance 
of the North held out, and two years afterwards the ob- 
ject was attained. It is no derogation from the credit, 
whatever that may be, of drawing the ordinance, that its 
principles had before been prepared and discussed in the 
form of Resolutions. If one should reason in that wav. 
what would become of the distinguished honer of the au- 
thoref the Declaration of Independence? There is not 
a sentiment in that paper which had not been voted and 
resolved in the assemblies,and other popular bodies in the 
country, over and over again. 

But the hororable member has now found out that this 
gentleman, Mr Dane, was a member of the Hartford 
Convention. However uninformed the honorable mem- 
ber may be of characters and occurrences at the North, it 
would seem that he has at his elbow on this occasign some 
high-minded and lofty spirit, some magnanimous and true- 
hearted monitor, possessing the means of local knowledge, 
and ready to supply the honorable member with every 
thing, cown even to forgotten and moth-eaten two-penny 


pamphlets. which may be used to the disadvantage. of his, 


own country. But, as to the Hariford Convention, sir, 
allow me to say, that the proceedings of that body seem 
now to be less read and studied in New England, than far- 
ther South. They appear to be looked to, not in New 
England, but elsewhere, for the purpose of seeing how 
far they may serve asa precedent. But they will not an- 
swer the purpose—they are quite too tame. The latitude 
in which they originated was too cold. Otber conven- 
tions, of more recent existence, have gone a whole bar’s 
length beyond it. The learned doctors of Colleton and 
Abbeville have pushed their commentaries on the Hart- 
ford collect so far that the original text-writers are thrown 








us his own free thoughts on the public lands. [ saw him 
rise with pleasure, and listened with expectation, though 
teiore he conciuded | was filled with surprise. Certainly, 
I was never more surprised, than to find him tollowing up, 
liv the extent he did, the sentiments and opinions, which 
}the gentleman from Missouri bad put forth, and which it 
Is know nm. He has long entert “ined. 

[ need nol repeat, at large, the general topics of the 
honorable gentleman’s speech. When be said, yesterday, 
that he did not attack the Eastern States, he certainly 
must have forgotten, not only particular remarks, but 
the whole ditt and tenor of his speech; unless he means, 
by not attacking, that he did not commence bostilities— 
but that another had preceded him in the attack. He, in 
the first place, disapproved of the whole course of the 
Government, tor forty years, in regard to its dispositions 
of the public land; and then, turning Northward and 
Eastward, and fancying he had found a cause for alleged 
narrowness and niggardliness in the “accursed policy” 
of the Tarifl, to which he represented the people of New 
England as wedded, he went on, for a full hoar, with re- 
marks, the whole s« ope of which was to exhibit the results 
of this policy, in feelings and in measures unfavorable to 
the West. I thought his opinions unfounded and errone- 
us, as to the general course of the Government, and ven- 
tured to reply to them. 

The gentleman had remarked on the analogy of other 
cases, and quoted the conduct of European Governments, 
towards their own subjeets, settling on this continent, as in 
point, to show that we had been harsh aad rigid in selling, 
when we should have given the public lands to settlers. | 
thought the honorable member had suffered his judgment 
to be betrayed by a false analogy; that he was struck with 
an appearance of resemblance, where there was no real 
similitade. I think so still. The first settlers of North 
America were euterprising spirits, engaged in private ad- 
venture, or fleeing from tyranny at home. When arrived 
here, they were forgotten by the mother country, er re- 





you began to care for them, vou showed your care by 
sending ‘persons to spy out their liberties, misrepresent 
their character, prey upon them and eat out their sub. 
stance.” 

And now does the honorable gentleman mean to main- 
tain that language like this is applicable to the conduct of 
the Government of the United States towards the Wes. 
tern emigrants, or to any representation given by me of 
thatconduct? Were the settlers in the West driven thith- 
er by our oppression? Have they flourished only by our 
neglict of them? Has the Government done nothing but 
to prey upon them, and eat ou! their substance? = Sir, this 
fervid eloquence of the British Speaker, just when and 
where it was uttered, and fit to remain an exercise for the 
schools, is not a little out of place, when it is brought 
thence to be applied here, to the conduct of our own coun- 
try towards herown citizens From America to England. 
it may be true; from Americans to their own Government 
it would be strange language. Let us leaveit to be recit- 
ed and d-claimed by our boys, against a foreign nation; 
not introduce it here to recite and declaim’ oursely 
against our own. : 

But I come ty the point of the alleged contradiction 
In my remarks on Wednesday, I contended that we could 
not give away gratuitously all the public lands; that we 
beld them im trust; that the Government had solemnly 
pledged itself to dispose of them as a common fund for 
the commen benefit, and to sell and settle them as its dis- 
eretion should dictate. Now, sir, what contradiction does 
the gentleman tind to this sentimen’, in the speech of 1825? 
Ile quotes me as having then said, that we ought not to 
hug these lands as a very neat treasure. Very well, sir. 
supposing me to be accurately reported, in that expression 
what is the contradiction? Ihave not now said, that we 
should bug these lands as a favorite source of pecuniary 
income. Nosuch thing. [tis not my view. What I 
have said, and what [ do say, 1s,that they are a common 
fund—to be disposed of for the common benefit—to be 
sold at low prices forthe accommodation of settlers, keep- 
ing the object of settling the lands as much in view, as 
that of raising money from them. this Tsay now, and 
this ] have always said. Is this hugging them as a favo- 
rite treasure? Is there no ditference between hugging and 
hoarding this fund, on the one hand, as a great treasure, 
and on the other, of disposing of it at low prices, placing 
the proceeds in the general treasury of the Union? My 
opinion is, that as much is to be made of the land, as fair- 
ly and reasonably may be, selling it all the while at such 
rates as to give the fullest efleet to settlement. This 1s 
not giving it all away to the States, as the gentleman would 


‘ 





as a favorite treasure; but it is,in my judgement, a just 
and wise policy, and perfectly according with all the va- 
rious duties which rest on Government. So much for my 
contradiction. And what is it? 
the gentleman’s triumph? What inconsistency, in word 
or doctrine, has he been able to detect? Sir, if this be a 
sample of that discomfiture, with which the honorable 
gentleman threatened me, commend me to the word dis- 
comfiture for the rest of my life. 


But, after all, this is not the point of the debate; and I 
must bring the gentleman back to that which 1s the point. 

The real question between me and him is where has the 
doctrine been advanced, at the South or the East that the 
population of the West should be retarded, or at least, need 
not be hastened on account of its effect to drain off the 
people from the Atlantic States? Is this doctrine, as has 
been allege:!, of Eastern origin? That is the question. 
Has the gentleman found Sny thing by which he can make 
good his accusation? I submit to the Senate, that he has 
entirely failed: and as far as this debate has shown, the only 
person who has advanced such sentiments, is a gentleman 
from South Carolina, and a friend to the honorable mem- 
ber himself The honorable gentleman has given no an- 
swer to this; there is none which can be given. The sim- 
ple fact, while it requires no comment to enforce it, defies 
all argument to refute it. 
another Southern gentleman, in years before, of the same 
general character, and to the same effect, as that which 
has been quoted: but I will not consume the time of the 
Senate by the reading of them. 


retarding Western population, end of all envy and jealousy 
of the growth of the New States. 
that policy in the country, no part of it is hers. If it has a 
local habitation, the honorable member has prebably seen, 
by this time, where he is to look for it: and if it now has 
received a name, he has himself christened it. 

We approach, at length, sir, to a more important part 










ropose; norisithugzing he fund closely and tenaciously 
, J J? 


Where is the ground of 


I could refer to the speeches of 


So then, sir, New England is guiltless of the policy of 


Whatever there be of 
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ofthe honorable gentleman’s observations. Since it does 
not accord with my views of justice and policy to give 
away the public lands altogether, as mere matter of gra- 
tuity, fam asked by the honorable gentleman on what 
ground it is, that I consent to vote them away 1p particular 
instances? How, he inquires, do I reconcile with these 
professed sentiments. my support of measures appropria- 
ting portions of the lands to particular roads, particular 
canals, particular rivers, aud particular institulions of «d- 
ucation in the West? This leads, sir, tothe real and wide 
difference in political opinions between the honorable 
gentleman and myself. On my part, [iook upon all these 
objecis as connected with the common godd, lairly em- 
braced in its objects and its terms, he, on the 

deems tlrem all, if good at all, enly local good. 
our difference. The interrogatory, which he pro¢eeded to 
put, at once explains this difference. “What interest, tasks 
he.” has South Carolina in a Cana in Ohio?” Sir, this 
very question is full of significance. It developes the gen- 
tleman’s whole political system; and its answer expounds 
mine. Here we dillet, toto celo. 1 look upon a road 
over the Alleghany, a Canal round the Falls of the Ohio, 
or a Canal or Railway trom the Atlantic to the Western 
waters, as being objects large and extensive enough to be 
fairly said to be for the common benefit. The gentleman 
thinks otherwise, and thisis the key to open bis construc- 
tion of the powers of the Government. He may well ask, 
upon his system, what interest, has South Carolina in a 
Canal in Ohio? 
terest. On that system, Ohio and Carolina are diierent 
Governments, and different countries, connected here, it is 
true, by some slight and ifl-defined bond of Union, but im 


all main respects, separate and diverse. On that system | 


Carolina has no more interest ina Canalin Olio than ia 
Mexico. The gentleman, theretore, only foilows out his 
own principles; he does no more than arrive at the natural 
conelusions of his own doctrines; he only an ounces the 
true results of that creed which he has adopted himsell. 
and would persuade others to adopt, when he thus declares 
that South Carolina has no interest in a public work in 
Ohio. Sir, we narrow minded people ot New England 
do not reason thus. 
ent. We look upon the States not as separated, but as nit- 
ed. We love to dwell on that Union, and on the mutual 
happiness which it has so much promoted, and the com- 
mon renown which ithas so greatly contributed to acquire. 
In our contemplation, Carolina aud Gio are parts of the 
same country; States, united under the same General Gov- 
ernment, having interests, common, associated, inter- 
mingled. In whatever is withi the proper sphere of the 
constitutional power of Government, we look upeo the 
States as one. Wedo not impose geographical limits, to 
our patriotic feeling or regard; we do not follow rivers 
and mountains, and lines of latitude, to find boundaries be 
vond which public improvements do not benefit us. We 


Our notion of things is entirely differ 


who come here, as agents and representatives of those | 


narrow-minded and selfish men of New England, consider 
ourselves as bound to regard, with equal eve, the good of 
the whole, in whatever is within our power of legislation. 
Sir, ifa rail road ora canal, beginning in South Carolina, 
and ending in South Carolina, appeared to me to be of na- 
tional importance and national maguitude, believing, as I 
do, that power of Government ext nds to the encourage- 
ment of works of that description, if [ were to stand up 
here, and ask, what interests tas Massachusetts in a rail 
road in South Carolina, T should not be willing to face my 
constituents. These same narrow-minded men would teil 


me, that they had sent me to act for the whole country, and | 


that one who possessed too litiie comprehension, either of 
intellect or feeling, one who was not large enough, in mind 
end heart. to embrace the whole, was not fit to be entrust- 
ed with the interest of any part. Sir, [donot desire to en- 
large the powers of the Government, by unjustifiable con- 
struction; nor to exercise any not within a fair interpreta- 
‘ion. But when itis believed that a power does exist, then 
it is, in my judgdment, to be exercised for the general ben- 
efit of the whole: so far as respects the exercise of such a 
power, the States are one. It was the very object of the 
Constitution to create unity of interests to the extent of the 
powers of the General Government. In war and peace, 
we are one; in commerce, one; because (heauthority of the 
General Government reaches to war and peace, and to the 
regulation of commerce. I have never seen any more dif- 
‘ieulty in erecting light-houses on the Lakes, than un the 
Ocean: in improvingthe harbors of inland seas, than if 
they were within the ebb and flow of the tide; or of remov- 
ing obstructions in the vast streams of the Wesi, more than 
in any work to facilitate commerce on the Atlantic coast. 
If there be power for one, there is power also for the other, 
and they are all and equally for the country. 

There are other objects, apparently more local, or the 
benefit of which is less general, towards which, neverthe- 
ess, I have concurred with others to give aid, by dona- 
‘ions of land. Itis proposed to construct a road in or 
through one of the new States in which this Government 
possesses large quantities of land. Have the United States 
no right, as a great and untaxed proprietor; are they un- 
der no obligation to contribute to an object thus calculat- 
el to promote the common good of all the proprietors, 
themselves included? And even with respect to educa- 
tion, which is the extreme case, let the question be con- 
sidered. In the first place, as we have seen, it was made 
matter of compact with these States, that they should do 
their part to promote education. In the next place, our 
whole system of land laws proceeds on the idea that edu- 
cation is for'the common good; because, in every division, 


contrary, cupies the classes between infancy and ma shoud. 
This is’ 


On that s\ stem, if is true, she las no ine | 


a certain portion is uniformly reserved and appropriated 
for the use of schools. Ani, finally, have not these new 
States singularly strong cleims, founded on the gr und 
already stated, that the Government is a great untaxed 
proprietor in the ownership of the soil. Htis a consider 
ation of great importance, that, probably, there is in no 
part of the country, or of the world, so great a call for 
the means of education as in those new Siates; owing to 





.the vast numbers of persons within those ages, in which 
leducation and instruction are usually received, if received 
fatall. ‘This is the natural consequence of revency of set- 
Uement and rapid increase. The census of thesé States 
'shows how great a proportion of the whole popuiation oc- 
These 
are the wide fields, and here is the deep and quick soil 
for the seeds of knowledge and virtue; and this is th fa- 
| vored season, the spring time tor sowim Let them 
ibe disseminated without stint. Let them be scattered, wit), 
a bountiful broad cast. Whatever the Government can 
| fairly do towards these objects, in my Opinion, ought to be 
| done. 
| These, sir, are the grounds, succinctly stated, on which 
my votes for grants of lands for particular objects vest; 
while | maintain, at the same time, that it is alla common 


them. 


two or three members. These two are far the most im- 
portant measures, respecting the public lands, which have 
been adupted within the last twenty years, They took 
place in 1820, and 182%. That is ‘he time when. And 
a5 to (ine matier how, the gentleman already sees that it was 
by voting, in sold coluinn, for the required relief; and 
lastly, as to the cause why, t teil the gentleman, it was be- 
cause the members tron New Eagland thought the mea- 
sures just and salutary; because they entertained towards 
ihe West neither envy, hatre ‘5 or malice; because they 
deemed t! becoming hem, as just and enlightened public 
menu, (0 meet the exigency wineh hal-arisen in the West, 
with the appropriate measures of relet: 


because they 
fel: it due to thei 


7 characters, and the characters of their 
New England predecessors in this Goverument, to act to- 
wards the new Staies in toe spiyit of a liberal, patroniz- 
ing, Mazgnanuinneus polwy. So much, sir, for the eause 


why; ans i hope (uat by this time, sir, the honorable gven- 





tleman is satished, if not, ldo net know when, or how, 

or why, he eves will be. 

Having recurr d to these {wo important measures, in 

answer to the gentleman’s in juiries, I musi! now bee per- 
» 

mission to go back to a period still some hing earlier, for 

the purpose sull turther of shewing how much, or rather, 





}iund, forthe common benefit. And reasons like ¢ ese, I 
presume, have influenced the votes of other gentlemen | 
‘from New England. Those who have a differsct view of | 
ithe powers of the Government, of course, come to difler- | 
ent conclusions, on these,asonothe questions. | observ- | 
ed, when speaking on this subject before, thafif we look- 
ed to any measure, whether for a road, a canal, or any | 
thing else, mtended for the improvement of the west, 1 
would be found, that if the New England ayes were strack 
out of the list of votes, the Southern noes would alway. 
have rejected the measure. The truth ofthis bas not been 
denied, and cannot be denied. In stating this, | thougiit 
if just to aseribe it to the constitutional scruples of the 
South, rather than to any other less lay orable or less «har- 
itable cause. Bat, no soouer had I done this, than the 
honorable gentleman asks, if | reproach bim and his friends 
vith their constitutional scruples? Sir, | reproach nobo- 
dy. I stated a fact, and gave the must respectful reason 
forit that occurred to me. The gentleman cannot deny 
the fact, he may, if he choose, disclaim tie reason. Tt is | 
not Leng since | had oceasion, in presenting a petition 
from his own State, to account for its being entrusted to 
my bands, by saying, that the constitutional opinions of 
‘he gentleman, and his worthy colleague, p evented them 
from supporting it. Sir, did [ state this as matter of re- 

Farfrom wt. Did l attempt to find any oth 
cause than an honest one fur these seruples? Sir. PE did 
not. It diduot become me to doubt nor to insinuate that 
the gentieman had either changed his sentiments, or tha: 


= 


oe eee 








proach? 


ee Ee EN I 


et 


he had made up a set of constitutional opinious, accommo- 
dated to any particular combination of politieal occurren- 
ces. Had I done so, 1 should have felt, that while I was 
entitled to iittle r spect tu thus questioning other people “ 
motives, I justified the whole world in s: specting my own. 
But how bas the gentleman returned this respect foi 
other's opinions? His own candor and justice, how have 
they been exhibited towards the motives of others, while 
he has been at so much pains to maintaiu what nobo iY 


' 

} 

has disputed, the purity of his own? 
' ' 

i 





a) my, sir, he HAS ASK- 
; ; ; , \ 

ed when, and dow, and why, New Logland Votes were} 

fuund going for measures tuivorable tothe West, he has} 


demaniled to be informed whether all this did not begin in| 
1825, and while the election of President was still pending? | 
Sir, to these questions retort would be justified: and it ys 
i both cogentand at hand = Nevertheless, I will answer the 
inquiry, not by retort, but by facts. | will tell the gentle- 
man when, and Aow, and why, New Eagland bas support- 
ed measures favorable to the West. Lhave already re- 
ferred to the early history of the Government—to the first 
acquisition of the lands—to the original laws for disposing 
of them, and for governing the ferrifories where they he; 
aid have shewn the influence of New England men anid 
New England principles in all these leading measures. 1 
hould aot be pardoned were I to go over that ground again. 
Coming to move recent times, and to measures of a less 
general character, I have endeavored to prove that evers 
thing of this kind, designed for western improvement, bas 
depended on the votes of New England; all thisis true be- 
yond the power of contradiction. 

And now, sir, there are two measures to which I will re- 
fer, not so ancient as to belong to the early history of the 
public lands, and not so recent as to be on this side of the 
period when the gentleman charitably imagines a new di- 
rection may have been giver to New England feeling, and 
New England votes. These measures, andthe New Eng- 





_—— - 





| people. 





land votes in support of them, may be taken as samples, | 
and specimens of all the rest. 


gress for a reductionin the price of lands. 
that reduction, New England, with a delegation of forty | 


more especially to the South-West. 


not less than 37}, per cent, on the purchase money. Many 
millions of dolla rs, six or seven, I believe, at least, proba- 
bly much more,were relinquished by this law. On this bill, 
New England, with her forty members, gave more affirma- 





In favor of | provement. 


members, gave thirty-two votes for it, and seven against | 
it. Again, in 1821, (observe again, sir, the time,) the law | 
passed for the reliefof the purchasers of the public lands. | 
This was a measure of vital importance to the West, and. 
It authorized the re- | 
linquishment of contracts for lands, which had been enter- | selves, in looking at this state of things, with, greet force. 
ed into at high prices, and a reduction in other cases, of | 





| how litle reason there is for the gentleman’s imsinuation. 


tial political apes or fears, or party assoctations, were 
the grounds ol these New England votes, And atter what 
has been said, l hope ii may be torgiven me, if L allude to 


‘some political opiuions and votes of my own, of very little 


puobe importance, certainly, bat which, from the time at 
which they were given and expressed, «way pass tor good 
Witnesses on this occasion. 

This Government, Mer. President, from its orizin to the 
peace of 1515, had been too much engrossed with various 
viher important coucerns, to be able tu turn ‘ts thoughts 
inward, and look to the development of its vost internal re- 
sources. lathe early part of President Washineton’s ad- 
ministration, it Was fully oceuped with organizing the 
Government, providing for the public debt defending the 
frontiers, and maintaining domesic peace Before the 
termination of that administration, the fires of the French 
Revoluiion blazed forth, as from a new opened vol ‘ano, 
and the whole breadth of the ocean did not entirely secure 
us from its eflects. The smoke and the cinder. reached 
us, though not the burniug tava. D theult and agitating 
juesiious, embarrassing to Government, and dividing pub- 
He Opinion, Sprung oul of the new state of our foreign re- 
latvons, and were succeeded by others, and vet again by 
others, equally embarrassing, and equally exciting divi- 
sion and dis ord, through the long series of twernt. vears, 
‘ill they finally issued in the war with New England. 
Hlown to the close of that war, no distine:, marked, and 
leliberate attention had been given, or could bave been 
ziven,to the internal condition of the country, its eapaci- 
fies of improvement, or the cons'itutromal eoewer of the 
Government, in regard to objects, connected with such im- 
provement, 

The peace, Mr. President, brought about an entirely new 
and a most interesting state of tunings; it opened foe us other 
prospects, and suggeste! other duties; we ourselves were 


changed, and the whole was changed. The npacifieation 


io! Europe, alter Jone 18175. assumed a ficm and perma- 


nent aspect. The nations evidently manifested that they 
were disposed for peace, some agitation of the waves 
might be exnected, even aiter the storm had suhsided, 


bert the tendency was, strongly and rapidly, towards set- 


tled repose. 


It <o happened, sir. that I was at that time a member of 
Congress, and, like others, naturally turned my attention to 
the contemplation of the newly altered condition of the 
country, and of the world. It appeared plainly enough 
‘ome, aswell as to wiser and more experienced men, that 
the policy of the Government would necessarily take a 
start. ina new ‘irection; Deeause new direction< would ne- 
eessartly he given to the pursuits and oe ‘upations of the 
We had pushed our commerce far and fast. un- 
der the advantage of a neutral flag. Bat there were now 
no longer flags, either neutral or belligerent. The harvest 
of neutrality bad been great, but we vad gathered it all. 
With the peace of Europe, it was ebvious there would 
spring up in ner circle of nations, a revived and invigo- 
rated spirit of trade,and a new activity in all tne besiness 
and objects of civilized life. Hereaf er our commercial 
rains were to be earned only by suecess in a close and in- 
tense competition. Other nations would produce for theme 
selves, and carry for themselves, and manufacture for 
themselves, to the full extent of their abilities. The 
crops of our plains would no longer sustain Eeropean 
armies, nor our ships longer supply those, whom war had 
rendered unable to supply themselves. It was obvious, 


In 1820, (observe, Mr. | that, under these circumstances, the country would begin 
President, in 1820,) the people of the West besoughi Con- | 


to survey itself, and to estimate its own capacity of im- 
And this improvement, how was it to be ac- 
complished, and who was to accomplish it? We were 
ten or twelve millions of people spread over almest half 
aworld. We were twenty-four States, some stretching 
along the same seaboard, some along the samé line of in- 
land frontier, and others on opposite banks of the same 
vast rivers. Two considerations at once presented them- 


One was that that great branch or improvement, which 
consisted in furnishing new facilities of intercourse, neces- 
sarily ran into different States, in every leading instance, 
and would benefit the citizens of all such States. No one 
State, therefore, in such cases, would assume the whole 


tive votes than the four Southern States, with their fifty- | expense, nor was the co-operation of several States to be 
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District of Columbia was discharged from the turther con- 
sideration of the Letter of [. L. Skinner, proposing a plan 
sylvania alone have ever constructed it? Certainly never |for the more copiously supplying he City of Washington, 
. iwith water, and leeve was grante:! to withdraw the same. 


while this Union lasts. because it is not for her sole benefit | Rng. mil 
Would Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware, have; On motion by Mr. Sanrorb, the bill in addition to the 


t, at their joint expense?— acts concerning coins and the mint, was taken up in 
Certainly not. for the same reason. It could not be done, | committee of the whole, and underwent several amend- 
therefore but by the General Government. The same and was then laid on the table on motion of Mr. 
may be said of the large inland undertakings, except that, | Surrn, of Maryland. : 
in them, Government, instead of bearing the whole ex- | The Senate then resumed the bill making appropriations 
pense, co-operates wiih others who beara part. The other jfor the support of Government tor the vear 1830. 

| Some amendments were made to the bill, and one which 


consideration the United States have the means. 
They enjoy the revenues derived from commerce, and the | was proposed, re lative to the appropriation for outhts for 


Siates have no abandant and easy sources of public in- 
come. The custom houses fill the general treasury, while 
the States have scanty resources, except by resort to 
heavy direct taxes. Under t'is view of things, I thought 
it necessary to s ttle,at least for myself, some definite no- 
tions, with respect to the powers ol Covernment. in re- 

‘ inte is ; < t ‘ ay , : 
gard to itaeeriu TE iit s, It may not savour too muse h of litars A tfairs, to wWhiel was re-commiutte the bill to alte r 
self-commend Vion to remark. that with this object, | COnh- | . . . 

; - 3° 2 ° iand amend the organization ot tie Corps ol marines, re- 
sidered the constitutpen, its jadicial construciion, Us CO- | C teal 

, Otriniited, 


1s ‘ported the same with sv: 
tem)oraneous exposition, and the whole bistory of the |! : 
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ey 


expected. Take the instance of the Delaware Breakwa- 
ter. It will cost several millions of money. Would Penn- 





united to at complish 


jments 


iS, tha! 


'Foreign Ministers, gave rise to a long and animated de 
‘bate. Finally the bill was ordered to a third reading; and, 
about five o'clock. 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE.— Mr. Deravror, from the Committee on Mi- 





idrv documents. 


: ‘ , ' Mr. Camerecenc, from the Committee on Commerce, 
legislation of Congress un‘er it: and f arrived at the con- | ‘ Sa. , 
= : Se to which the sabject was referred, reported a bill making 
clusion, that Government had pow er to accomplish Sul | . ‘ ; , ‘ ‘ 
: , ippropmation tor public “warehouses. Committed 
drv objects, or aid in their accomphsiment, which are | , , . 4 
Mr. Mercer. trom the Committee to whieh was re- 


now rommonly spoken of as IwrernanL IMpRoveMENTs. | -” 
= ' . ‘ terred tive memonal 0} trzens of the county of A bemarle, 
That conclusion, sir, may have been right. or it m ‘y Dave ° 


heen w rong. fam not about to argue the erounds ol it am the State ot \ paints pe . reconsider 
at large. I say only. that it was adepted, and acted on, bangs claims of dames Monroe, late resident of wid Uni a 
even so early as in 1816. Ves, Mr President, I made up States, and to adjust them according to the principles of 
my opinion, and determined on my intended course of po- 
litical conduct on these subje ts, in the 14th Congress, in 
1816 And now, Mr Pres dent. DT have further to sav, that 
cad entered ou this course of 
Yes, sir, 1 pursued, in all 


the doctrines of Enter- | Pie question refurre 
lPIGERE on the 2d insta: 


i Committee on lodian Ailairs, with the instructions stated 
| 


aving Congress to 


1 report thereon, accompanied 


Read and com- 


equity and justice, mad: 
iby a bill for the relief of James Monroe. 
| mitted 

| The House the consideration of the order 
}moved by Mr. Varwron on the 25th February, ultimo. 

| | on the motion made by Mr. Srr- 
t.to commit the said order to the 


cae resumed 
l made up these Opinions. 


political + onduct, feucro Duce 
this. a South Carolina track. On 
nal Improvement, South Carolina, as she was then repre- 
sented in the other House, set forth, in 1816, under afresh | > %" ' 
_—— B iin the proceedings of the 2d mstant: whe reupon, 
and leading breeze; andl was among the tollowers. ut | ‘ 
_ ; Che said instructions were, on motion of Mi W ILDe, and 
if ms leader sees new lights, and turnsa sharp corner, uli- ; : , Ui +h . ‘ ¢ . at 5 
by the consent of the mover, moditied as follows: To col- 
less } see new lights also, | keep straight on in the same | 3 . 
; : ‘ liect from the Library of Congress, or any of the E 
path. I repeat, that leading gentlemen from South Caro- '* ; : y : : 
lina were first and foremost in behalf of the Departments, such and so much of the Colonial and State 
té ‘ « wera ‘ 
trines of Internal Improvements, when those doctrines 
first came to be considered and acted upon in Congress 


xecutive 


doc- | 
‘taws, as may there be loond, respecting the government, 


pprivile ges, restraints, protection, regulation, pre servation, 


The debate on the Bank question, on the Tariff ot 1816, |°' destruction of Pndiays or Todian tribes, residing, of 
ie ¢ ’ 4 ’ sti , . ; si, . . S 
‘show who was who. and what jheretotove residing wi'tin the several colomes or States, 
‘ . ‘ 


and on the Direct Tax, wil! 

was what. at that time. The Tariff of 1816, one of the |Fespectively ; sey much we ey 
plain cases of oppression and asurpatioa, from which, if | Panting grounds, ther civil rights or Gisabilities, chomes 
the Government does not recede, todividual States may | oO, , , them, and the 
justly secede from the Government, is, sir, in truth, a 8S. Car- jeival and criminal juris : fon exercised by each colony 
olina Tariff. supported by S. Carolina votes. But for those i State over inter; * . 9 Fue ark suilicient ape * 
votes, it could not have passe din the tormin whichit did pass, m wig of such LAWS, ~~ collected, 9 be printed lor the use 
wherens ifit had depended on Massachusetts votes, it would jot the House. aati ' 
have been lost. Does not the honorable ventieman well | Mr. newton moved tive following resolution, which was 
know itell. Ido not say this to reproack South Carolina: I read and laid _ the Tae, pest wW , 
only state the fact, and I think it will appear to be true, that Resolved, That the wecretary of War be directed ‘0 
among the earliest and boldest adv cates of the Tarith, as | have consiructed and prepared by the next session of Con- 
a measure of protection, and on the express ground 
of protection, were leading gentlemen of South Carolia 


wreot as regards their lands or 


| ‘ 
committed, or contracts entered into by 


vress, or aS soon thereaier as practi able, tor the use ol 
the Committee on Commer -e of the House ol 
thie L nited State s, Oli aA st ale ot 


Repre sen- 
tatives, a skeleton map oat 


in Congress. I did not then, and cannot now, understand 


ty T ; thirty miles to theimeh, designating thereon the position 
their language in any other sense. While this Tari of 7 , ; - ; = | iii . 
; il ee : . ; and name of each woithitai and naval estabiishmenh now 
1816 wes under discussion m= the House of Lepresenta- | ° : 


. occupied as such; the posiiion and name of every lgit- 
tives, an honorable gentleman from Georgia, now of this f , 2 ca: 


House, (Mr. Forsyrn,) moved to reduce the proposed | 
duty on cotton. He tailed by four votes South Carolina r se 4 ' S (the U 1S 
- - : . iw, e1lther of the resnective States or of the nifted Siates, 
giving three votes, (enough to have turned the seale) against | tn ohio Uni ed Stat . ; 
. - oh . . ‘ Cc te states i 
his moton, I he act, sir. then passed, and received on rts bh . , od iu ‘ 
, ) ihbolders or otherwise the position and name of each river 
passage the support of a majority of the Representatives | ” : SS . | 
of South Carolina, present and voting. This actus the cand harbor improvement mace by the United States: and 
first, in the order of those » ow denounced as plain usurpa | 
j 


house, floating lightand beacon, the position and extent 
al every canal ard read constructed by authority of any 


are interested stock- 


lastiv, the position and extent of every survey 


executed 
. : : leq nder aut ity specific acts of Cunvzress = 
tions. W e see if daily in the last hy the side o} those ot . on ulhicdet 7 hor e - 9 , a Y ¢ Ul pl * 4 gs 
: ; “e . . der the provisions of the act of S0th April. 152 “i : 
1824, and 1828, as a cause of manifest oppression, justify- . » OVISIONS ¢ gfe I "i I ’ 4 ‘i A 
. . , . view to the pn rovement of tiarbors ant rniveis, ani it 
ing disunion. [put it home to toe hono able member trom ; dare, pig ee cy ; shania 
Sou'h Carelina,. that his own State was not only ‘art and 


construction of roads and canals. 
part’ in this measure, but the causa causans. Without her 


On motion of Mr. Spencer. of New York, it was 
> . we . . . > 
. , . . , 8” ed. att tee the iclar Pp - 
aid. this seminal principle of n.ischief, ‘his root of U pas, Resolr Phat the Commit on the Judiciary be in 
could hot have been planted. I have already said, and > it 


structed to Inquire into the expediency of so modifving the 
. . " . ate t T > 4 s ¢ ) < ‘ » ‘ " > e + 
is true, that this act proceeded ou the eround ol protection. oo ” laws of = a cee = nd sg wey on 
. . * resent ie j States, Sue ol mitents. 
[t interfered, directly, with @xisting interests of great value Ran See: oe — anes, oO ous “hes 
It cut up the Calcutta cotten trade by the 


‘yg 
: i ; . , . > t y . sy > . y 
and etneunt. The House then proce ded to the orders of the day. 
But it passed, nevet heless, and it passed on the 


roots. 
prin iple of protecting Manu actures, on the principle 
yainst free trace, on the principle opp sed tothat which 
lets us alone.—.Vote 2. 
To be continued . 


Mr. Newron said that before the House should go into 
a Committer of the Whole he bad a motion te make to 
refer certain papers (aflidavits) which he had received 
from Norfolk since the contested election came betore the 
‘House. He remarked, that unavoidable circumstances 
prevented him from giving the usual notice to the peti 
toner that is im such cases required. 
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impediment in th way: but, if these affidavits were re- 
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7 ‘part. should he also received. 
SaTrurpDay, Marca 6. 

SENATE.—Mr. Benton gave notice that he would, on Committee of the Whole, was agreed to. 
Monday neat ask leave to introduce the following bills, | 
Viz: . 

1. A Billto exempt alam salt from the payment of duty, | 
and to abolish the fishing bounties and allowances: : 

2. A Bill to regulate the future importation of raw hides 
and furs 

S. A Billto provide for the abolition of unnecessary 
duties, te relieve the People from sixteen millions of tax- 
es, and to improve the condition of the agriculture, manu- 
factures, commerce, and navigation of the United States. 

On motion by Mr. Cuausres, the Committee on the 


part of Mr. Loyact, referred to the same Committee. 


this House, and after some debate, the House adjourned. 





Monpay, Marca 8. 





Mr. Lovyatt (the petioner) said, he desired to throw no 
ceived, he should move that similar affidavits taken on his 
The motion of Mr. Newton to refer the affidavits to the 
Mr. Speicutr moved to have the affidavits made on the 
The House then resolved itself intoa Commitiee of the 
Whole, Mr. Convict in the Chair, on the report of the 


Committee of Elections, on the petition of George Leyall, 
contesting the election of Thomas Newton to a seat in 


SENATE.—The Vice Presipent communicated the 





DerarTMENT OF Srate, 
Washington, 8th March, 1830. 


} 


To the Hon. J. C. Cannon, 


President of the Senate. 


Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, 


of the 2d instant, lL have the honor to submit herewith a 


letter from the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury Department, 
by which it appears that Win. P. Preble, Esq. late United 
States’ Agent, in relation to the Northeastern Boundary 
Agency, has been allowed and paid at the Treasury the 
sum of $6,920 19, for his services in that capacity, from 
the Yth of May, iSes, to the 4th of October, 1829, at the 
rate of $4,500 per annum. 

[ have the honor further to state, that Mr. Preble wes 
appointed Kavoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotenti- 
ary of the United States to the Netherlands on the first day 
of June, S29, but that no compensation is known to have 
been actually paid him in that character. 

[ustructions, however, h: been given to the Bankers 
of the United States in Europe, to pay him the sum of 
$2000 as an outfit, and also his salary at the rate of S9000 
per annum, as ti may become due, commencing on the fifth 
day of October last; that being the day on which he left his 
residence in Maine for this city, preparatory to his proceed- 
on which day his compensation 


ive 


Ing upon his mission; anc 
as Agent was direc 
Ll am, sir, yours, very respectfully, 
VM. VAN BUREN. 

The following memorials and petitions were presented 
and referred : 

By Mr. Foor—From ‘Timothy Savage, in behalf of him- 
seH and Robert Johnson, tn 


by Mr. Sitsuer—f rom Phi 


ted io CCdsC. 


ana 
‘ip B. Lewis, for the estate 
Edmund Servis, deceuscd, praying te be indemnified 
lor losses, by French spoliatioas, prior to 1800. 
By Mr. Barnarp—From the Chamber of Commerce of 
Philadelphia, and from ihe importers, grocers, and others 
trading in teas and cotle: place, that the bill 
for the reduction of the duties on those articles may be en- 
‘ted at the present session, and take effect on the 31st ot 
March, 1832. 
Ou motion of Mr. Surrn, of Md. the Committee on Fi- 
was discharged from the further consideration of the 
! solution ot the Ly wisiaiure of LD iware, in relation to a 
system of weights and measures throughout the United 
States. 


wsed, 


‘ 
‘i 


of the same 


pitt 


Mr. Forsyru moved that the remonstrance of the State 
of Georgia against treaties previously formed by the United 
States with the Indians in that State, and against the inter- 
course law of 1706; and the report of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of Georgia, of the Lith February, 1786, and also 
the laws of Georgia, end the other States extending juris- 
diction over the several Indian tribes in the United States, 
be printed. 

|A short debate ensued on this motion as it was origin- 
lly proposed, which resulted in its modification, when it 
Wis ayre ed to as above. | 
Mr. Benron obtained leave to bring in the bills of which 
gave notice on Saturday, and they were severally read, 
aint passed fo a cond r ading. ; 
The d “an act making appropriations for the 
support of Government for the year 1830,” was read the 
third time and passed with amendments. 

On motion by Mr. Smrra, of Md. 

The bill ertitied “an act meking appropriations for the 
military service for t! ar 1850,” and the bill entitled 


’ 
it 


bill ‘ nti rr 


ic \¢ 


“An act making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year 1830,” were severally considered in Committee of the 
Whole, and no emendments being preposed, they were re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to a third reading; and 
were according \ read the third time, passed, and returned 


to the House of Ry presentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Grunpy, the Senate then went into 
Executive business, and remained so engaged, until near 5 
o'clock, and then adjourned. 

HOUSE.—Atmongst the petitions presented this morn- 
ing, Was one by Mr. Srrone, of New York, from Henry 
Warner and others, of Chatham and Cauaan, in the county 
of Columbia, State of New York, praying that the law 
which requires the mail io be opened on Sunday, &c. be 
repealed, and Mr. S. moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to whom the report of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was referred—and that 
it be printed. 

Upon this motion a short debate ensued, after which 

The question on ordering the memorial to be printed 
was decided by yeas and nays, in the negative, as follows : 
Yeas 74, Nays 119. 

Mr. Wintiams moved the following Resolutions, which 
were read and jaid on the table: 

Ist. Resolved, That the proviso in the 16th rule of the 
House, which cirects that after the first 30 days of the ses- 
sion petitions shall not be received except on the first days 
of the meeting of the House in each week, be rescinded. 

2nd. Resolved, That the provision in the 17th Rule, 
which directs, that no wore than one hour, in each day, 
shall be devoted to the subject of reports from Committees 
and resolutions be rescinded. 

Mr. Dante moved the following resolution, which was 
read and laid on the table, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requir- 
ed to communicate to this House, a statement of the ex- 
penditures of the Government, for the years 1828 and 1829, 





following letter from the Secretary of State : 


including the actual expenditures of the fourth quarter of 
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the latter year; also, the amount of the public debt paid off,, Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office an 
Post Roads be instructed té report a bill repealing so 
much of the act on the regulation of Post Ojfices, as re- 
quires the delivery of letters, packets, and papers, on the 
; Sabbath, and further, to prohibit the transportation of the 


in each of the above years. 


Mr. De Wart moved the following resolution, which 


was read and laid upon the table, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instruc- 
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ted to report to this House a statement showing the amount | mail on that day. 


of moneys lost to the Government or supposed to be ire- 
coverable through the failure or neglect of Clerks of Dis-| viz: 
irict Courts of the United States, together with the names 
of the said Clerks, and the year or years in which said loss- 


es ocurred. 


‘he amendments of the Senate to the bill entitled “An 


act to provide for taking the Sth census or enuineration of 
the inhabitants of the United States,” were referred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Storrs of New Yor! 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Jones, Mr. Evererr of Vermout, Mr. 
Ricuarpson, Mr. Boon, and Mr. Coorrr. 

The House resumed the consideration of Mr. Vinron’s 
motion to print the aets of Georgia, &c. relating to the 
Indians—the question being on Mr. SvertGere’s motion 
to commit the resolution, with the imstractions moved by 
Mr. Wipe. 

Mr. Burces concluded the speech he commenced on 
Saturday, on the subject, and was replied to by Mr. Beur 
and Mr. Haynes. On the suggestion of Mr. Beni, the 
instructions were modified so as to omit the word “destruc- 
tion.’ and substitute “restraint.” 

The question was then taken on the motion to commit 
the resolution, withthe proposed instructoons, and decided 
in the affirmative by yeas ind navs—- 133 to 49. 

The Ho: s then proceeds ito the case of the contested 
election—the question being on agreeing to the resolution 
reported by the committee of elections, declaring Grorce 
Loya.u entitled to a seat in the House. 

Mr. Srencer addressed the House some time in contin- 
vation of the remarks which be conimmenced on Saturday 
against the resolution of the committee. 

“Mr. P. P. Bareour followed at some length in sup- 
port of the resolution and the right of the petitioner to the 
seat. 

Mr. Dopvpriver. of Virginia, next took the floor. and 
addressed the House about half an hour against the report 
of the committee, and against the right of the petitioner 
to a seat. 

Mr. Test, of Indiana, moved to recommit the report to 
the committee on elections, with instructions to report the 
names of the voters whom they considered illegal, with a 
summary of the evidence o» which the illegality is 
founded; and he followed his motion with a aumber of 
remarks and references to the report, to show its defective- 
ness, and want of support in the evidence. When be had 
concluded, 

Mr. STansperry moved the previous question, and the 
motion being seconded by a majority of the Ilouse, 

The previous question was sustained, ninety-three to 
seventy-four, and 

The main question was accordingly put, viz: on con- 
curring in the resolution of the committee of elections. 
and was decided in the affirmatve. Yeas 97; navs 84. 

So the House decided that Grorce Lovatt is entitled 
toa seat in the twenty-first Concress from the State of 
Virginia, and the seat of Mr. Newron is consequently 
vacated, The House then adjourned. 
Trrpay, Maren 9, 1839. 

SENATE.—The Vice 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
statements of the Commissioner of the General "vane 
Office, shewing the amount of moneys received since the 


first of January, 1828, for lands seld in each district; and | 
° . . ° -_ | 
also the expenses of each Land Office, prepared in obedi- 


ence to a resolution of theSena‘e, |Mr. Foot’s! of the 2d 
inst, |The number of acres sold at all the offices 
in 1828 is 965,600 36 
in 1829. is 1.246.988 69 
Total amount received in 1828, is $1,239,498 98 


Incidental expenses = 95 765 58 
Total amount received in 1829, is $1,907,871 54 
Incidental expenses “ 95.127 86] 


The Vick Presipent communicated a letter trom the 
Secretary of the Treasury, shewing the measures that have 
been taken to procure a site, and erect a building for a 
custom house and ware house in the city of Mobile, as 
authorized by an act of Congress, approved May 24th, 
1828, and the inadequacy of the appropriation to the ob- 
ject, prepared in obedience to a resolution of the Senate, 
‘Mr. King’s} of the 31st December last. 

[The causes assigned tor not carrying the act into exe- 
cution, are the difficulty in procuring a sufficient quantity 
of ground for the site, and the inadequacy of the sum ap- 
propriated, which be proposes to increase by an addition 
of $4,000. | ' 

The resolution offered by Mr. Woopsnury, on the 5th 
instant, directing the hour for the future meetings of the 
Senate to be 11 o’clock, A. M. was taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. Frevincuvysen offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

“The Sabbath is justly regarded as a divine institution, 
closely connected with individual and national prosperity 
—no legislature can rightfully resist its claims—and al- 
though the Congress of the United States, from the pecu- 
liar and limited Constitution of the General Gove: nment, 
can not by law enforce its observance, yet, as they should 
not by positive legislation encroach upon the sacredness 
of the day, or weaken its authority in the estimation of 





PRESIDENT communicated a) 


On motion of Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, the Senate re- 


he Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to redeem the pub- 
lic debt of the United States, together with the amendment 
reported thereto, by the Committee on Finance, and the 
said «mendmenthaviig veen amended, was agreed to, and 


k, | the bill reported to the Senate; and the ameudment being 


coneu:red in, the bill was ordered to be engrossed aud 
read a third time. 

On motion ot Mr. Livincsron, the Senate resumed the 
consideration of the resolution offered by Mr. Foor, in 
relation to future sales of public lands; and Mr. lL. address- 
ed the Senate till 3 o’rlock, when he gave way fora mo- 
tion to adjourn; and the Senate adjourned. 


HCUSE.—Grorce Loyact, who, on yesterday, was de- 
clared entitled to a seat in this House, instead of Tuomas 
Newv7on, returned as one of the members from the State 
of Virginia, «appeared, was qualified, aud took his seat. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, trom the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to which was reterred so much of the President’s Message 
as relates to the Suuject, reported a bill fur the relief of 
certain insolvent debtors ef the United States; which was 
read, and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union 

The resolution moved by Mr. Leccuer on the 6th inst. 
and lani on the table, was taken: when 

The said resolution was, by consent of the mover, mo- 
dified on the suggestion of Mr. Cuay, so as to read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the $4th rule of the House, which is in 
ihe words following: “A motion to adjourn shall always 
be in order; that, andthe motion to lie on the table, shail 
be decided without debate.” be amended by inserting 
therein, alter the word “table,” the following words: “Or 
to printany document or other matter counected with the 
or mary Business ur action of tue House, or on resolutions 
directing a mere inquiry by any standing committee of the 
tlouse into the expediency or policy of any measure or 
piropuosiviun.” 

The resolution was opposed by Mr. Wicktrrre, and 
supported by Mr. Lercner and Mr. R. M. Jonnxsonr, 
whei— 

Mr. Haynes demanded the previous question on the 
resuiution, and the demand was seconded—ayes 90, nays 
69. 

Mr. Potx moved to lay the subjeet on the .able for a 
day or two. but the motion was negative, 





M:. Reep called forthe ayes and poes on the previous 
question, which were accorded, and the main question was 
_ordered by yeas and accordingly —110 to 72. 
Tie question on the said resolution was then divided, and 
the question was put on the first member thereot, viz: on 
| so much as is contained in the words lotlowing, “orto print 
any decument.” And passed in the aflirmative, by yeas 
anys, 110 to 74. 

The queston was then put on the serond member of the 
said amendment viz: on so much thereof as is contained in 
the words following, “or the matter connected with the or- 
dinary business or action of the House and decided in the 
negative, by yeas and nay, Ayes 90, Noes 91. 
| "The question was then put on the third member of the 
said amendment, viz: on so much thereef, as is contained 





in tre words following; “or on resolutions directing a mere 
enquiry by any standing Committee of the Howse, inte the 
expediency or policy of any measure or proposition” And 
deciced in the negative, by yeas and noes, Ay es, 36, Noes, 
i20. 

Mr. Pork wishing to retain the words “or other matter 
connected with the ordinary business or action of the 
House ;” was desirous that question should be reconsidered 
so as to attach them to that part ef the rule which had 
been agreed to--whereupon 

Mr. Crocker moved tu re-consider the vote on the ques- 
tion, and after a good deal of discussion, a motion was 
made by Me. Condiect, that the motien to reconsider do lie 
on the table; which motion prevailed, 84 to 59. 

The Sreaker laid betore the House a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a statement shewing the 
ameunt of appropriations made since the year 1515, ter 
the purpose of constructing and repairing fortifications ov 
the harbers and coasts of the United States, and of the 
troops necessary to garrison the same, being so much of 
the imtormation called for by the House on the 27th Feb- 
ruary ult. as the files of the Department ean furnis!; which 
letter and statement were reterred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The Speaker jaid before the Honse a letter from Silas 
Wright, Jr. stating that he declines to accept the seat in 
this House, lately occupied by George Fisher, to which 
he has been declared to be entitled. as one of the Repre- 
sentatives from the State of New York; which letter was 
read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Buctanan, the order of the day, (the 
bill for the relief of Susan Decatur,) was postponed, and 
‘he House went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. CamBrE.enc in the Chair, aad resumed 


The following petitions were presented and referred, 


sumed, as in Committee of the Whole. the bill te authorize 
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Mr. Wick.trre took the floor, and addressed the Com- 
mittee until the usual hour of adjournment, when the Com- 
mittee rose, and the House adjourned. 





SUPREME COURT U.S. 
Fripay, Marcn 5. 

Present as on yesterday. 

On motion of Mr. Veters, Richard Randall, Esq. of the 
State vl Pennsylvania, was admitted an Attorney and coun- 
sellor of this Court 

No. 438. John P. Van Ness and wife. appellants, vs. The 
Corporation of Washing! mand the United States. ~The 
argument of this cause was continued by Mr. Coxe for the 
appellants, and by Mr. Jones for the appellees. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, 11 o'clock, A. M. 

sarurpbay, March 6. 

Present, the whole Court. 

On motion of Mr. Wirt, W. PF. Fetteman, Esq. of Penn- 
s Ivania, was admitted an Attorney aad Counsellor of this 
Court. 

The State of New Jerse y, complainant, vs. the People of 
the State of New York. In Equity.—Mr. Chief Justice 
Marshall delivered the opmmion of this (‘ourt—observine, 
that as no one appears to urge thts motion on the part of the 
State of New York, and the precedent has been established, 
the Court do not consider it proper to require an exparte 
argument, but will allow the precedent so established after 
grave and solemn argument. The Court isthe more dis- 
asthe State of New York will 
be at hberty to contest this proces 
‘ourse of the eause. Purt ier pro 

Exparte Martha Bracstreet—In the matter of James Jack- 
son, ex dem: Marth« Bradstreet rs. Daniel Thomas and 
Joseph Kirkland.—Mr. Chief Justice Marshall delivered 
the opinion of this Court, discharging the rules granted in 
these cases at the last term of this Court. > 

No. 43. The bank of the United States, plaintiff, rs. 
Solomon Etting. From the Circuit of the United States 
for the Maryland District. This cause was remanded to 
the said Court, with directions to proceed according to law; 
the matter in controversy 


posed to adopt this course, 
ling at anv time inthe 
-s of Subpeena awarded, 


having been agreed between the 
partics. 

No. 48. John P. Van Ness and ux. appellants, rs. the 
Corpo: United States. The 
argument of this cause was continu “df by Mr. Jones for the 
appell Adjourned till Monday, 11 o’clock, A. M. 
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the People: Therefore it is 


the consideration ef the Judiciary Bill. | 


Mr. Powinserr, our laie Minister to the Republic of Mex. 


} 100, arrived at the s it OF Crovernment yesterday. 


Vir. Mason, the Secretary of Legation to Mexico, reach- 
ed the City a day or two ago. 

We have been favored by a Member of Congress, with a 
letter addressed to him by a gentleman residing in Ten- 
nessee, upon the subject of the power of the General Gov- 
ernment to appropriate money for Internal Improvements, 
which we recommend to our readers as an able exposition 
of the question, now so important to the American people, 
to be discussed in all its bearings. We have understood, 
that u all the applications to Congress, for appropriations 
for roads and canais, and tor the clearing out of obstruc- 
tions irom rivers and creeks, were listened to, sixty mil- 
ions of dollars would not satisiy the present demands, and 
it is very easy to be perceived, that if sixty millions were 
year, applications for another sixty 
inillions would be made tne next. 


‘ ain ue j ‘ 
LO be appropr ated one 


The following article, copied from the National Intelli- 
gencer of 6th March, contains so much truth, that we think 
it due to the editors of the daily papers, to give it all the 
circulation, which our Journal will atlord. Few people 
are aware of the disalivaatages attending the publication of 
a daily paper at Washington. In the first place, the wages 
of printers are higher than in the large cities. In the see- 
ond place whilst all the expenses of setting the type for a 
daily paper are incurred, the number of persons who take 
it, is extremely limited, probably four fifths of the subserip- 
tions being only for the tri-weekly paper. In the third 
place, the except that of the Govern- 
ment, (which is not as great either as many suppose,) is 
very small, compared to that ofa large city. Is the fourt! 
place, the expense of reporting the debates in Congress, 
from which the papers in other cities are exempt, Is not less 
than two thousand dollars a session, and in the last place, 


uaveriising paironare, 


nearly all the subseribers residing at a distance, and not 
being within reach of a personal call for the amount of their 
dues, as they are in the large cities, the expense of collec- 
tion, accompanied as it generally is with a heavy postage, 
is far greater, than that which is elscwhere experienced. 
W hat therefore, the Intelligencer asseits, may be consider- 
ed as strictly true, viz: that “the penurious support given 
to newspapers at the Seat of Government, scarcely enables 
the most popular of them to exist.” 

“Tue Desatres 1n Coneress.-- We observe that some of 
the more distant journals, on a recent occasion, expressed 
not impatience merely, but surprise, at the slowness with 
which the speeches in the great Senate Debate came to 
hand. With submission, we think. had the subject been 
well considered before speaking, that surprise might rather 
have been excited by the speeches arriving at all, in the 
extent and perfection in which they appear. Have the 
complainants 1n the first place computed what labor is in- 
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volved in the transcription of “only a . single speech, ‘from 
the notes of it? Take an example. The second speech 
of Mr. WessTgr, just published, occupied at most five 
hours in the delivery, being parts of the sittings of two 
days. How many hours of steady labor did it require to 
reduce it to paper from the notes sofit! Say five and twen- 
ty. This transcription, it will be reme mbered, can only 


oe ee 








LOA ~ 





: “«* " reer " “¢* i ta 
be made by a Reporter at hours when he is not occupl d 
in his d: aily vocation ol fre poring. liow mans hours su- 
pera ded to the ordinary labor oi each Gay, Could a reporter 


ove trom dav to day to this labor ol transcription of hils 


notes We leave the ealeu u0n to OUr pro ssiGnal bret 


them then recollect that the debate in waich 


-¢ beeg voing Oa tor weeks, 
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ren Let 
thie speech Was delivered 


in Mr. ra s bill, we aubaiae to be such a sneesure,end 
the more we have reflected upon it, the more we are of opin- 
jon, that the nation is now prepared to go thus far. It is to 
hold out the right hand of tellowship to foreign nations, ard 
io suy to them, “if you will admit the products of our in- 
dustry into your ports, at suc ‘-h moderate rates of duty, as 
will, by increasing the demand, enlarge our market, we 
wil: admit into our ports, the produc ts of your industry, up- 
ou correspondiug terms, and thus enlarge your marke t—But 
it you will not Consent to Uns equitable arrangement, so 
ativantageous to you, as We lias to us, you will soon find, that 
other nations which are your rivals in supplying our wants, 
trom the acceptance oi our olier, will wholly supplant you 

Such arguments could uot tai! of produc- 
poweriul eflect, and at all events, if they should not 
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I: is true, that. by a division of labor, time might be 
economized, dul, sO far from being ab to encounter thie 
expense of numerous reporicrs, ti uurigus support giv- 


en to newspapers at the Seat of Govyerument, scares ly ene 


bles the wost popular of thein to cXist. 

> Seas , tinal ihe Mi ubers, 1a a great Debate, wil 
kind ssist Reporters, by p! ring reports of their ow 
speecics; pul this does mot pre il pred labor, tine, au 
‘ \| - » 10 pr park oe them sOF Trait pubile CVC. 

[n our paper of 3d inst. w ublished the speech of Mr. 
Benton, ot Vissour, on the occasion of introducing ito 
the Senate, his “Bill to provide fer the aboution of unne- 
cessal : —io relieve t) OOD! (rom six mil » 
ol taxes—and to improve Ui) oOnaitwon oO] the apTici lture 
n la Ss. cCothnme»res, id navigation of the iT nites 


States.” and will new offer a iew remarks in reiation to ii. 


itis weil Known, that in taril! p rey if the { Lat 
States. consists of individua!s, Who entertain very Gilet 
. il , nor so ily as tothe extent to waren ii oh duties 

i } { Prt d. tpi t 4iso to tik i} , Cipl S UU 4h VW ‘ 
thi to wD defen led. The real ultras, th if Ss, List 
Who main i. that a nation STOWS ich restricily jaws 
are Ol raiits iCW, alu COnsisc ( hin i, of thos >» Wi 
have an uiterest In manulactures, or WHOose repu Ol 
writers have been staked upon that doctrine, or whose po 
Lit s is are dependent upon an adherence to it.— 
T ic g t boUs of the party, heave too muco 200d SCuse ho 
os . hat industry is most productive, wine ti rf fi ifes 
the camopctition of the whele world, and that the wicer th 
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market, the better both for ouy< rs and seik dual Bu ar 3 ediv h 1, as one of the most enholtens d « x positors 
mg “aes = honest b ref, that it 1s wise gras, — | «ef = (oclrines. ft would vive US PTeat | ieasure to Til, 
the restricts iaws Of toreign Havions, vy) retati ap Mii wer heen Guat of Professt r MN ickar. to draw the pe ular 
. » @ ¢ +} ‘ strimtic for suc! : ; 

. . raha ay Co ee ee ’ , wert S J Se Nii len cer connecte dl with Lhe Lelia ral weiiare Ob soct ty, 
peel a Ahan et 5 es _ eer :* “ih " pan = ere ; iwoica “oecupy the attention of the pre hic, ws hike ly to) 
step by step, until it has tmposed burthens On the halon, | ve a favorable result. Lectures make an impression on 
which have iow become extremely o pressive, Csp aij 


upon the laboring classes, sucD as farmers, Mechanics, « 


all others who ootain their living by the sweat of ih 

brow. 

those Wio home stl; difier from us in sentiment Upul Th 

subject. We freely admit, that there are some 
; . 


brouv!ii 


: 


have soanuch the semblance of truth, that it is ditheult for | 
them, to detect their 
yen cannot be versed in the doctrines 
of any screuce, Wit ther natural or moral, we are pot aston- 


thase who have not minutely examines 


fallacy: anf as all 


: , ray 
ishe i. thal errors ou politicO-econoin adi SUDO is should Oe 
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But if fl] men cannot 


vere’ im \ills Del ile ure sul- 
i OpunHe any Subse queut picasures 


lihear operation may be secon by the following illustration. 


lit is not our purpose, to condemn the conauct ol 
$ 
aryvutieiites 


forward in support of the restrictive poli » Which 


be political economists, they can 


woulda certainly be withsome,and 
be deprived of the power of 
sof relaxation, which the 
ublic taterests inightiroia lime to Uime re quire. 


ve successiul with all, the 


he nauion WOU DOL Lice vs 


Should the principles of Mr. Benton’s bill be examined, 


‘The article of cofiee, per ex unple, is produced in great 
uibturdance il brazil, ana iil ull the West lindia [slands.— 
We say, to those counines, “our present duty on cotlee, ts 
. per pound, equal lo about one hundred per. cent. 
that when 


prolits are added pon 


it ii iits 
ou tbe brst cost, Which wus $0 much tO tls price, 
ie W hulesale and retan merchnants 


; 1 j 
ie auty and ail, Cspeciain) th tie Western country, where 


it seems their presence is looked upon with nu favorable 
eye, as will appear from the annexed paragraph from a Ca- 
nadian newspaper, handed to us by a respectable corres. 
pondent. 





proutis are Wenerany Ver, reat, the arucle comes to three 

rfour tumes the Lrst cost, and in Consequence thereof, re- 
siricis lhe CONSUMIpPUO to OO 1 tli, or one third of Wi hat il 
would be, U le GUL “ rcuucede li \o l will place youl 
utres upon American lour, bec, pork, hams, lard, butter, 
@c. at ten, hiieci, Or iWeilt percent. dd vaiorem, we W ill 


me rate ot duty. Such a propo- 





nit VOUrF COLUCEe at Uie 


“ion would be uistani. cepted by some OF the cotlee 
sTrowtng COUNTHICS, ANU Lic COs Gu nce would be. that our 


mnmerce Will Licih Would eV On Ihncereasuig, whilst with 
OLOeTs T Vi ul i tali O i, ul tal, hinaliv. thie y would were 
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iOliy Ol a@ perseve ratice liba Turhnous pohey, and wouk 


si 


kind, by 


er commocitics, Wohicu procucea, ol the same 


erent countries. ‘Die ‘es acavallage held out to 


those who sould embrace Our oller, would pie senta strong 
iducement for its accepiance, and ultimately perhaps lay 
al HQOPuoOn irouchout the worid, 
of the philanthropie prinucipies oi Iree trade, attended, as 
Ss must be, with the ble ssings of che ap 2OOUGs, 
mod kind if lings. 

By the proceedings oi tue Senate on Sth inst. it will 
arceived. that Mr. Benton had leave to withdraw his bill, 
1 the purpose of striking out the section which provided 
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“Slaves from the United States.—The inhabitants of Col. 
amd Gostield, in the Western Distriet, have peti- 
Assembly, complaining that several 


ready, ‘to the very great annoyance and injury of the com- 


munity at large—as it most evidently appears, by several 
a" a “ee... . 
years experience, that by far the ereater proportion of these 


people are void of truth, virtue, or industry; witness the 
repeated thefts, robberies, and murders committed by them, 
insomuch, that our courts are upeu all occasions filled with 
them—and we seriously apprehend that if legislative aid is 
not aflorded to put those already here, under some restric- 
trons, and to prevent their further ¢ migration, that many of 
the white population will be induced to leave the Province, 
or to take violent measures to rid themselves of the injuries 


complained of "Pho petition has further complaints, which 


we have not room to echo, and is signed by Mr. A. K. M’. 
Kenzie, Mr. W. WCormick. and 67 others.” 

The following extracts trom letters, will shew the inter- 
est which the dissemination of sound views Is exciling In 
different quarters. 

Newrern, N,. C, 

“| hope vour Pape r has an extensive 
liberal patron itt. You i Vi 


Feb. 25. 

circulation and a 
commenced your work at a 
most lnportan riod. ‘Phe principles you so zealously 


nd ably support umust triumph, people can be brought 
soberly to co sid r of them. Will you not find it indispen- 
sible to make your paper a tri-weekly Journal? I think 


you will mma, YOU Cannel Ke ) 


ith the important mat- 
ters pressing ior a piace, under your present arrangement.’ 


Winnssoroven, S. C. Feb. 24. 


“T value vour pap r ver} highly, and would hope against 
i hope, that it would poring abeut a change in the measures 
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‘ot the people, and preserve the integrity of the Const: 


of} the won ral Croverninent, tavora! le to the true interests 


tution 
and the Union.” 
rcr. S. C. Feb. 22. 


“Time and experie: vindieate the doctrines you 
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‘erwise, and, upon reflection, we are not sure that he is fas 
‘wrong. At all events, we think that 
* shew, that the partiesare not so unequally divided, as mans 
neople tmagine, 
Middle and Norther: 
the tariil poliey, there 
ern States, a voice almost unanimous against it. 
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a calculation would 


for it must be kept m mind, that if, in the 
Siates, there ts a majority in favor of 
is in the Southern and South W est- 
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trade, with all, who wil | meet us upon terms of fair and| It will be recollected, that some time last year, the cor- 
|poration of Cincinnati, passed an ordinance requiring of all 


liberal reciprocity.” 
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eandid belief, and considering that the! 
total aban- | 
ystem. we are led to re-!their removal froin 


to biing us 


‘The project developed | the State. 


i 
the City. 
by the Judicial authority, to be constitutional, 


the free blacks there residing, to enter into surety, for their 
good conduct, and requiring, in case of non-compliance, 
This ordinance was decided, 
and those 
the se-| who could not comply with its injunctions, removed out of 
A portion of them emigrated to Canada, where 
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arity. I wish you w 


geLanp County, Penn. Feb. 24. 
“I have not had suflicient leisure to read all the num- 

bers. I n g@eneral, with the courteous 
yie you have adopted in discussing so many weighty mat- 


. " 
agaummire is spirit 


“The more I reflect on the subject of a high tariff, on 
foreign goods, i ain the more convinced of its dang: r to 
the best interests of the United States. The higher it is, 
ihe greater the hazard to the manufacturing establishments 
of the Eastern and Middle States. For, I know enough 
when a youth, in Scotland, that the most 
lnenal enactments to prevent smuggling, in that case, were 
besides it is ever attended with fraud, 
‘orruption and detriment to the morals of the lower class- 
ust winch, we have all need for 
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Divine protectio ecoine often too strong for resistance, 
especially by week minds. In reading a general descrip- 
BS as ¢ oo } en] , Lischasl | ae -k ’ } } . 
ion Of Scotian / published, 2 Was struck with th 
l\followiug remarks of the euthor. 
“The spinuing of flax by the hand, was once an impor- 
branch of 1 istry, 48s it gave constant employment to 
females; and they were enabled at home, cherishing at the 





me time, dom stie habits, to prosecute this occupation. 


s now been perceded by the use of 


complicated machinery, by which means the females have 
been deprive doi ; mf maple. ment, Which en bled them, in 
rivate, to gam subsistence ts their own simple and un- 

‘ed tndustry. They are now thrown out of employment, 


ind owt of bread, unless they to enter toto those 
, Where they must all work in common, 
being tmdiscriminately mixed, with such 
opportunities of intercourse, as quickly lead to a general 
dissolution of morals. If, therefore, wealth has been aec- 
quired to the country, by these manufacturing establish- 
monts, morality hes been lost, and the people degraded 
from the virtuous simplicity of the ir former habits. 
This reminds ine of Goldsmith's deserted Village. 
tut a bold yeomanry their country’s pride, 


When once 


} 
C LOUIS 
iarve manufact 


i 


nen and Wwomne 


iinet, can never be supplied.” 





o™ 
- i oe + oo —-< - a — —_ — 





TERMS.—This paper is"publsshed at the corner of E and Ninth 


streets. near the General Post Offee, on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
during the session of Congress, and on Saturdays during the resi of 
the year. 
| The price is FIVE noLLaRs per annum, payable in advance. Sub- 
scriptions for less than a year, at the rate GO: stX DOLLARS per annum. 
Postage is to be paid in all cases, except where a letter encloses at 
least the amount of one year’s subsertplion in advance, in noles of no less 
denomination than { Lilas, and without the intervention of an agent. 
Any bookseller, post master, or other respectable person, in any 
part of the United States, or elsewhere, who shail obtain after this 
date, four subseribers, and remit the sum of twenty doliars in ad- 
vance, shall be entitled to one copy of the paper, as a commission. 
The back Nos. of the paper, as far as January Gth, can yet be had 
as far as 50 copies. 
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Printe d by WIL L IAM GREER, « corner of E and Ninth 
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